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was also swim week for Moana; the students 
thoroughly enjoyed their swimming sessions every day 
and came back tired, but happy. Thank you, Blessing 
for organizing it.  
 
Many of you will remember Janet Molloy, the past CEO 
of SEANZ. Janet was instrumental in the integration of 
the school and served on the Establishing Board of 
Trustees. At the AIS Conference last week, Janet was 
honoured with an Honorary Life Membership of AIS “in 
recognition of her exceptional contributions to 
integrated schools in New Zealand. She has given 
sustained commitment, wise counsel, and brought 
considerable institutional knowledge to the work of 
the AIS NZ Executive, always with the best interests of 
integrated schools at heart. Her professionalism, 
generosity of time, and steady leadership have made 
an enduring contribution to AIS NZ, the Steiner 
education network, and to all those who have had the 
privilege of working alongside her.” I was privileged to 
have Janet as my mentor when I first came here as 
principal, and I have enjoyed her wise council on many 
occasions. 
 
E koekoe te tūı̄, e ketekete te kākā, e kuku te kereru 
Ngā mihi, Elizabeth 
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Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Despite cold snaps and fierce winds, we are all looking 
forward to the Spring Fair on 20 September. Daffodils 
are blooming and trees are blossoming. Jolie is leading 
our tamariki in crafting wonderful and useful crafts for 
the Spring Fair, and our Spring Fair organizing 
committee is putting the finishing touches together 
that will make this day a memorable day for all. Please 
see their appeal further on in the newsletter for those 
last-minute tasks that still need doing. And do join 
Ritchy and his team for the working bee this Sunday 
from 9:30, to get the campus spick and span for the 
Fair.  
 
We have had the privilege to see two beautiful class 
plays recently. Class 3 delighted us with Noah and the 
Ark; we loved the little animals and the magnificent 
backdrops. Well done, Miss Terry and Mahana!  
Putiputi’s play, Springtime with the Root Children, was 
a sweet little Spring play with many gorgeous 
costumes sewed by Paula and some Putiputi parents. 
Well done, Paula and Putiputi! Last week  

TERM DATES  
   Sunday 13 September   Spring Fair Working Bee   9:30 am ~  

   Saturday 19 September  Spring Fair Set up       All day       

   Sunday 20 September  SPRING FAIR       10:00 am   

   Monday 21 September  Teacher Only Day and Spring Fair tidy up  

   Thursday 24 September  Michaelmas Festival and   1:45 pm 
        Sharing Assembly (Class 1-7) 

   Friday 25 September    Kōhatu Spring Festival     1:30pm 
        Last day term 3

The earth laughs in flowers 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 



It’s Spring, It’s Spring, the Root Children Wake! 

Over the last five 
weeks, Putiputi have 
been steadily preparing 
for their upcoming 
class play, Springtime 
with the Root Children, 

inspired by the beloved picture book by Sibylle 
von Olfers. Our play celebrates the turning of 
the seasons: saying goodbye to winter and 
welcoming the warmth and new life of 

kōanga – spring. 

Tamariki have been learning seasonal songs, 
recorder pieces, verses and lines, bringing 
together music, dance and storytelling as they 
prepare to share their creation. It has been 
wonderful to watch their confidence, creativity 
and sense of togetherness blossom. 

With the School Spring Fair just around the 
corner, Putiputi are very excited to share a 

little springtime magic with their whānau who 
are also busy weaving magic to help make the 
fair a fun-filled fundraiser. As spring blossoms 
with new life and joy, we too, will certainly 
spread spring cheer! 

Ngā mihi mahana, 

Paula 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed balls made with Lisa Algie 

Classroom corner  
putiputi  

The students have been fine tuning their skills 
working with copper this term.  We have been 
making spoons, ladles, earrings, tags, bowls, 
candle stick holders, bracelets and copper 
prints. I was given a couple of water cylinders 
from my plumber and some of the students 
enjoyed taking those apart. It is amazing to 
see what beautiful finished products can be 
made from something old and broken.  A big 
thanks to Marius from Mueller Plumbing who 
donated these to us for free. The students also 
made a new set of KUBB for use up in the O/C; 
then really enjoyed testing it out.  They made it 
from some lovely Manuka I was given last year. 
We will have some nice copper earrings on sale 
at the fair so try and make it up to see us in 
the outdoor classroom.  

Lindsey  

Outdoor classroom  
With Lindsey  



We are in the process of beautifying the campus and 
making it identifiable as a Steiner school campus. Fred 
Roberston will be working on a project with our senior 
students, and we would appreciate donations of the 
following materials: 

·       Off cuts of wood and plywood 
·       Resene-type paints suitable for the     
      outdoors 
·       Paint brushes of all sizes 
·       Sandpaper 
 

We are also looking for 2 wooden gates (we can renovate 
them if necessary) to replace the steel gates at the 
entrance.  

If you have any of the above please contact Elizabeth or 
the school office. 

School notices  

Spring fair  
working bee  

Campus beautification  

Sunday 13 September from 9:30—4:30 pm 

We will focus on Spring Fair set-up and grounds maintenance.  
 
If you are a stall holder, this is an opportunity for you to pre-
pare and check that everything is in place. The woolshed and 
the Spring Fair container will be open on the day and area co-
ordinators will be there to answer any questions you may 
have.  
 
On Spring Fair day we ask that you dress with bright Spring 
colours. The dress up team will be there if you'd like to borrow 
any clothing items.  
 
Here is the sign up sheet for grounds maintenance, fair set-up 
and morning tea duty.  
https://signup.zone/signup/efc9ac78-27ae-4bf5-9093-
5d205b9a19e2  
Any questions related to the jobs on the list, please phone 
Ritchey 021 0251 2116.  
 
Please remember to bring your own tools from home for any 
jobs that you sign up for. Don't forget to bring your water bottle 
and sun hat.  
 
The school will provide morning tea at 
11am outside the school office. At 1pm 
we are being treated to nacho bowls, 
coffee and tea by The Weavers. Please 
bring your own bowl, cutlery and cup.  

Another planting season has come! This year the 
following plants are available for sale:  

※The plants are $1 each and sold in bundles of 4 in 
root trainers. 
 
Five fingers (90)  
Akeake - red (80)  
Akeake - green (16)  
Harakeke (90)  
Swamp flax (6) 
Geminata (40)  
Cabbage tree (80) 
Coprosma (125) - this number includes some 2 year 
old larger sizes available in individual pots at $4 each  
 
Please contact Tatjana 021 029 36400 

All the funds raised from the school tree nursery this 
year will go to Ahi end of year graduation camp. 
Thank you so much for your continuous support for 
our rangatahi!  

Ahi Class Whanau Native Tree Nursery Team 

Native tree nursery  

Kia ora koutou, 

I would like to say a huge thank you to our 
principal Elizabeth for all that she does to keep 
our kura running smoothly.  On 29 July it was 
Principal's Day, a reminder to show our 
appreciation to the principals of NZ.  Having 
been on the Board for over two years now, and 
more recently as Presiding Member, I see how 
much work is involved in running a state-
integrated Steiner school on a daily basis.   
 
Thank you, Elizabeth for all you contribute to our 
school.  We recognise the time and effort you 
devote to making sure the students’ needs are 
met and that teachers and staff are supported. 
 
Ngā mihi mahana 

 

Paula Robertson 
Presiding Member of the Board 

School board  



Dear parents and caregivers 
 
Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts for everything 
you are pouring into this year's Spring Fair. It genuinely 
couldn't happen without you. 
 
We know we are asking a lot. But when we step back and 
look at the bigger picture, one weekend of hands-on 
effort creates something truly magical. A day our children 
(and the children who will come after them) will 
remember. That magic doesn't just appear. It's built, stall 
by stall, shift by shift, by people like you working quietly 
behind the scenes. 
 
So here is the honest truth: we still need more helping 
hands. If you have already signed up for one shift and 
don't have little ones to watch that day, please consider 
taking on a second. This fair is our biggest chance all year 
to raise the funds that bring something truly special to 
our school community. 
 
Feel the magic. Feel the pride. And if you have got a bit 
more to give, say yes. Sign up for that extra shift: https://
signup.zone/MSS-SpringFair2026 unsure how to work the 
sign up sheet or have a question, feel free to get in touch 
with Dunja 021 0220 6393. 
 
Here's a short cut of where helping hands are needed: 

· Candle dipping, afternoon (1 person) 
· Fishing game, morning (1 person/student) 
· Pirate Dig, morning (1 student)  
· Face-painting, morning (3 people/students) and 

afternoon (1 person/student) 
· First Aid (1 person) 
· Toilet Cleaning, morning (1 person) 
· Welcome Gate, afternoon (preferable 2 people for the 

bottom gate) 
· Second Hand Clothing, morning (2 people) 
· Curry Rice & Salads, morning (1 person) and 

afternoon (2 people) 
· Pizza, afternoon (1 person) 
· Ice Cream, morning (1 person) 
· Medieval Games, morning (1 person/student) and 

afternoon (2 people/students) 
 

 

Greenery/Flowers for Decoration: The decoration team 
needs flowers and greenery, to be brought along to the 
outdoor kitchen on set up Saturday. Bamboo and Manuka 
branches work really well because they don’t wilt quickly, 
but we would love whatever else you have, especially if it is 
more ‘wilt resistant’. Flax, protea flowers, and any other 
large or long stemmed flowers (that don’t wilt too easily) 
would be amazing too please.  

If you have second hand books 
please drop them as soon as 
possible at the school office. 
Kids books, hard covers, paper-
backs and puzzles are all ap-
preciated. For heavy donations 
please contact Gareth 027 705 
0275 

Decƒations 

We are looking for more clothes 
donations for the 2nd hand clothes 
stall at the Spring Fair! If you have 
any clothes in good condition we 
gratefully take them. Either drop at 
the school or kindy office or directly 
to Marie.  

Welcomes donations of 
seedlings (tomatoes, etc.), 
house plants and/or any 
perennials that you can divide from 
home. Bring on set up day or fair day. 
Any questions contact Paula  
paula.finch@motuekasteiner.school.nz 
 

This very popular children's 
shop needs 100's of handmade 
items. If you would like a fun 
winter project please get in 
touch with Jo - 0211709495. 

Thank you 
The Spring Fair Steering Committee 



Spring Fair Media Coverage 
For the first time ever, we have landed a feature in all three papers across the area. You might have spotted it on 
Wednesday in The Guardian, The Waimea Weekly and the Nelson Weekly. Huge thanks to our sponsors and to Top 
South Media for the work that went into making this happen. Through some persistence, questioning and gentle 

pushing on our part, plus help from Michelle from Top South Media, this came together. 



Artwork by Jayan 

Spring Fair Entertainment 



Hi everyone 

Since becoming chair of MRSST I have had some 
enlightening conversations with people about the 
Motueka Steiner School and Kindergarten. There is a 
lot of reflection on the challenges of becoming an 
integrated school, moving through the Covid era and 
the many personal stresses that brought on 
individuals. And, how to grow the kindergarten and 
school when school rolls generally are falling. 

 The answer that came through was to recognise the 
fact we have a fantastic environment. And most 
importantly, that we have a unique and proven 
teaching philosophy of Rudolf Steiner that sets us 
apart. 

The fair on Sunday 20th also sets us apart and it is a 
bold opportunity to once again demonstrate who and 
what we are as a Steiner School and Kindergarten 
Community. 

Car Bumper/Window Sticker Competition 

We are having a sticker competition where we will 
choose 2 winners with a gift voucher for a dine out 
experience.  

 

Once we have chosen the winning stickers we will 
communicate through the newsletter who the prize-
winners are. It is our intention that stickers be 
available to parents and others who are interested in 
putting them on their cars. Come on “kids” get 
thinking. What are key words to promote the 
Motueka Steiner School and Kindergarten? Should 
we include words like Steiner, Screen Free, the best, 
etc - go for it. 

Email your ideas to chair@mrsst.nz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRSST update  

Acknowledgements 

There have been some fantastic things going on. The 
giant oak trees on the roadside were becoming a 
problem. After some communication with Tasman 
District Council, they agreed that Ray Harris and Cam 
Algie, with advice from our Steiner community arborist 
Bene Rudolf, could remove the high-risk branches, and 
they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kindergarten needed a new pole, huge, to hold the 
windsail cover but it could only be done on the 
weekend to ensure no children were around. No 
concrete? Okay, we will mix it by hand, said Ray Harris 
and with the help from Cam Algie and Malin Harris 
they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dunja Balmer, you are a marvel as coordinator of the 
Fair, achieving the impossible. A one-page advert for 
the Steiner School and Kindergarten Fair in all 3 local 
papers, Waimea Weekly, Nelson Weekly and our local 
Guardian. “I am dancing” she told me, and explained 
why, and why not!  

On that fantastic note, see you all at the Fair. 

Lindsay Alexander  Chair MRSST 



 

 Juicing into Spring!  

Our Pihi Kindergarten tamariki have been 
having lots of fun with our new juicer! Every 
Tuesday, the children bring along a vegetable 
from home to add to our juicing adventure. It 
has been wonderful to see 
the excitement as they 
prepare, juice and taste all 
sorts of fresh vegetables 
together — a lovely way to 
explore healthy food, 
sharing and a little bit of 
kitchen magic!  

And speaking of growing 
things… Lady Spring has arrived! Our 
Kindergarten garden is thriving, with new 
growth appearing everywhere and the promise 
of plenty more to come. The children are 
enjoying watching the garden awaken and 
change, noticing the blossoms, leaves, 
seedlings and all the little signs of spring. It is 
a beautiful time of year to be learning and 
growing alongside our garden.  

Biodynamic stir and spread: twice a year we spray 
a substance on the land which we can make 
ourselves, and which works to increase mauri, or 
life forces on the land. Biodynamics is all about 
using and enhancing what is already on the land, 
so that the farmer doesn't need to go out 
shopping for chemicals - NPK. 
 
The stirring and spreading is a communal activity 
we do in a group over about an hour and a half, 
we get to walk the land and see how it is 
unfolding. 
 
The next stir, to which all are invited, is at 2.45pm 
on Sunday 27th September. We start at the hay 
barn up on 49 School Rd (in front of the 
2 cottages). We spread with hearth brushes; bring 
if you have one. 
 
Fiona, for the Landcare Group 021 210 7441. 

Landcare group  



 Community noticeboard  

PAN EURYTHMY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS FROM  SEPTEMBER 
26th TO MARCH 20th FROM 9 TO 10 :15AM  AT THE MOTUEKA 
RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 165 Robinson Road Lower Moutere 

Pan eurythmy is a  sequence of rhythmical harmonious move-
ments to music. It was developed in Bulgaria by Peter  Denov in 
the 1900s. He was a spiritual teacher, musician and philosopher. 

The movements connect the human being to the heavenly and 
earthly forces in nature. Pan Eurythmy is danced from spring to 
autumn outside in nature. There are 28 movements in  circle se-
quence followed by 2 forms celebrating the sun and zodaic, and 
the virtues of the  human being in the pentagram. Every year 
there is a large gathering in the Rila mountains in Bulgaria, where 
hundreds of people from all over the world meet to do pan  eu-
rythmy together. It is a community building  experience. This year 
I visited the capital of Bulgaria: Sophia, where Peter Denov lived 
and worked. I did Pan Eurythmy, in the mountains near there with 
over 200 people from different  countries. I experienced an  over-
whelming  feeling of loving community, hope and peace for all 
humankind. In Bulgaria Pan Eurythmy is danced every morn-
ning  in most towns in parks and nature , and 
even in schools. 

We would like to bring the seed of this expe-
rience to the Motueka School. Everyone from 
9 to 99 years of age is most welcome to join 
us in this meditative celebration to the nature 
spirits and the divine forces. 

 We look forward to seeing you all. Feel free 
to  join us any  Saturday. 

Blessings of peace to all, Trevor and Karin 

For further information:  

trevor.scott.croll@gmail.com (from 18th of sept:  021 21 71 558) 

Pan Eurythmy  

Piano stool wanted 

The school is looking for a piano 
stool with adjustable height op-
tions to suit all children. If you 
have one at home that is no long-
er being used or come across one 
in a charity shop, please contact 
the school office.  

Cosy, country, character home on 6 acres in Lower Moutere,5 
minutes drive from Steiner School. Fully furnished, log burner with 
wetback. 4 bedrooms, large lounge, sunny verandah that looks 
out onto the mountains. Vegetable gardens. Safe and secure. One 
other tenant on property who lives in small cottage with her 
horses and friendly dog and two cats. $400 pwk not incl power or 
wood.  Contact Nigel Duff   +64 29 049 10128  

My name is Clara, I am contacting you with a request 
regarding me and my family. My husband and I, we are 
parents to four children, attending Steiner kindergarten 
and school in Aachen, North Rine-Westfalia, Germany. 
My husband Milan works at our Steiner School as a facility 
manager and educational craftsmanship. I work as a 
midwife for home birth, but now with our fourth child 
having a longer parental leave.  
We are thinking about a longer stay abroad as a complete 
family. We would love to send our information letter to you 
with the request to please publish it in your school internal 
mail or bulletin board, if you have something like this? 
Our  absolute dream scenario would be a complete family / 
home exchange for a limited, individual, negotiable time. 
Maybe someone knows someone who might be interested 
in spending some time in the middle of Europe ( Berlin, 
Paris, Rome, London, the Alps, attractive culture and 
nature…) with their kids… Best case scenario an exchange 
within the Steiner community… I would love to hear from 
you. 
Best regards! 
 
Clara Milbrandt und Milan Kerpen 
Rosa, Aurelia, Janosch & Titus  
clara.ac@web.de 

Yuan Qigong Classes for Calm and Wellbeing—Movement • 
Breath • Relaxation 

Beginners class starting soon on Tuesday mornings 11am -
12 noon at Ruby Retreat Studio, Ruby Bay—Cost: $15 per 
class 
Interested in learning? Contact Ali to find out more. 
Ali: 02102387725—rob.and.al@xtra.co.nz 

Home for rent 

Home exchange 

Yuan Qigong 

Craft Club  

Craft Club takes place every 
Thursday after school in the 
Outdoor Classroom. 
Currently they have a few 
spaces available for term 4. 
Don’t miss out! 





Class 6 student Leona 
is in team Melissa 


