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and camaraderie. We worked together in particular on 
the Ministry’s new Standards for the Teaching Profes-
sion and adapted these to our Steiner pedagogy and 
professional standards.  
 
Congratulations on very good attendance in term one! 
It is so encouraging to see these statistics. Your chil-
dren certainly benefit from attending school as regu-
larly as possible. Let’s keep it up and aim to have the 
same result or better for this term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ki te kotahi te kākaho ka whati ki te kāpuia e kore te whati 

 

Ngā mihi, Elizabeth 

  165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175  www.motuekasteiner.school.nz        03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008 

Kia ora e te whānau 
 
We started the term with a lovely Harvest Festival on 
Friday. I was delighted with the various songs, poems, 
and recorder pieces the classes presented with much 
joy and confidence. The harvest table was so colourful 
and reminded us of Mother Nature’s abundance. Ahi’s 
market provided us with delicious waffles, and Jolie 
and the children baked various scrumptious muffins. I 
particularly enjoyed the herb salt, made with herbs 
from the school garden. A big thank you to Helga and 
Ahi for the market; Jolie and the children for the bak-
ing; all the teachers for putting the classes through 
their paces; Philippa, Louise, and Tatjana for the lovely 
music; and Blessing for holding the festival so beauti-
fully.  
 
This week I attended the Steiner principals’ hui in Tau-
po. It is very enriching to rub shoulders with the other 
Steiner principals and to enjoy their support  

TERM DATES 
 Wednesday 6 May    OPEN DAY       

        PT Meeting     7pm  

 Sunday 17 May     Working Bee     9am to 1pm  

 Friday 29 May     MSS Cross Country    TBC  

 Monday 1 June     King’s Birthday    No School   

 Tuesday 2 June    Teacher Only Day    No School  

        Board Meeting     5pm  

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 

  Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

  With fruit the vines that round the thatch-

eves run; 

-  John Keats 

9 and 10am School  
12pm Kindergarten  



Open day  

Wednesday 6 May (Rain date: 14 May)   
Primary School tours: 9:00 and 10:00 am  

Kindergarten tour: 12:00 pm  

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere  
RSVP: office@motuekasteiner.school.nz / 03 528 0246 

 

And kindergarten   

Hav yo eve wondere wha happen i   
Steine classroo?  



Ahi’s amazing canoeing adventure 
Classroom corner 

On March 20th Ahi were lucky enough to go on a canoe adventure with Wilderness Canoe Trust.  
Rob, our instructor, took us out on the water for a day’s adventure. Below are some of the students' stories. 

 



Farm to table 

Autumn has arrived in the garden. Last week we noticed the 
first dusting of snow on the mountains, and this week the 
warmth of sunny days has returned. It’s a season of gentle 
contrasts and beautiful colour. The cicadas, who sang so 
loudly through summer, have now finally fallen silent—it’s 
nice not to have to talk over them to be heard. 

Across the school, each class contributed to the farm-to-table 
market stall as part of the Harvest festival, celebrating the 
garden’s produce. It was a really special occasion and a great 
showcase for the learning and effort from our tamariki gar-
deners. All koha raised will go towards future farm-to-table 
projects. 

As the season changes, we have started planting our autumn 
and winter crops and are working to mulch the garden beds, 
preparing them for the colder months ahead. We are also 
learning more about composting and worm farms, and how 
everything in the garden can be returned to the soil. 

“Nā tō rourou, nā taku rourou, ka ora ai te iwi.” 

“With your food basket and my food basket, the people will 
thrive”. 

Jolie 

Autumn in the garden 

Easter festival 

The gardens are getting 
new edging with natural 
woven materials. If you 
have long branches of 
willow or other trees 
(young bamboo) please 
bring to Jolie. To get 
involved please contact 
Jolie!  

We were blessed with a 
beautiful sunny day for 
this year’s Easter festi-
val. After singing songs 
and admiring all the 
classroom crafts we sat 
down to enjoy the deli-
cious hot cross buns 
that Cohen (class 3/5 
parent) volunteered to 
bake from scratch. How 
the smell of freshly 
baked buns brought so 
many smiles!  

Thank you!  

Harvest festival  

Community song and dance: “For Sun and Rain”  

Harvest Table Sharing assembly 



School notices 

Mss alumni - success story 

Volunteering positions 

The handwork department is looking for do-
nations of thicker wool so children in class 1 
and 2 can use it for personal projects, like fin-
ger knitting,  in their class. 

If you have any thing 
that you no longer re-
quire and are happy to 
pass on, please drop it 
off to the office. 

 

Last week Robbie and Griffin 
(2025 graduates) came first 
in a 4 team group at an ad-
venture race in Kaikou-
ra. Both Robbie and Griffin 
attend Motueka High School.  

 

WANTED: After-School Sports Coordinator 
We’re looking for someone to organise our after-school 
sports programme for the rest of the year. Not sure if you 
can commit long-term? You’re welcome to give it a go for 
the current term and decide from there! 

The role involves sharing term sports options via email, 
managing enrolments, entering teams with the appropriate 
coordinators, and posting weekly draws on the office door. 

If sports is your thing, you enjoy organising, or you’re keen 
to support our wonderful school community, we’d love to 
hear from you! 

 

WANTED: School Librarian 
We’re looking for a friendly, organised volunteer to take on 
the role of School Librarian for the remainder of the year. 

The role involves supervising the library for two lunch breaks 
a week (1:30–2:00), helping students borrow and return 
books, and keeping the space tidy and welcoming. You’re 
also very welcome to make the role your own—create book 
displays, run a story session, or set up fun mini projects like 
drawings inspired by stories. 

Days are flexible (currently Tuesday and Friday), but we’re 
happy to work around what suits you. 

If you love books, enjoy working with children, or are looking 
for a meaningful way to support our little school, we’d love 
to hear from you! 

Save the date 
Term 2 Working Bee—Sunday 17 May 

Cross Country—Friday 29 May  

 

 

Request for wool 

Fuel response plan 
On April 20th an email was sent out to all whānau in 
regards to New Zealand’s fuel response plan.  

We are currently in phase 1 and will keep you informed if 
there are any changes.  

In the meanitme, we have put together some resources and 
information that might help you get through this phase.   

· School bus: FREE to all students living 3.2km away from 
school. Simply register at the office.  

· Transport allowance: The conveyance allowance is for 
students living more than 2.4km away and when there is 
no school bus available. For more info visit: https://
www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/
transport/sta-eligibility 

· The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority shares 
some tips on how to stretch every tank: https://
www.eeca.govt.nz/fuel/?
gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23694058209&gbraid=
0AAAAACon-
WPnHR_4BeQPSDE8OxWzdzjzkA&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjP
X8xbGUlAMVHIVmAh1lhhD-EAAYASAAEgI5f_D_BwE 

· Carpool - If carpooling is a possibility, please consider 
this option. Here are some helpful guidelines:  https://
www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/carpooling/docs/
carpooling-guide-no-trims.pdf 

 



Food for 
thought 

How parents can support  
the will of their child  

By Hans Tholken, Marinela HolisƟc EducaƟon, Barbados  

Foreword 

Rudolf Steiner, the Austrian philosopher and educator who 
founded Waldorf education in 1919, placed the development 
of the will at the very heart of his understanding of child-
hood. 

For Steiner, the will was not simply a matter of stubborn-
ness or determination — it was the deepest formative force 
in the human being, and its healthy development was one 
of the central tasks of education and family life. 

In Steiner's view of the human being, we are composed of 
three great soul faculties: thinking, feeling, and willing 
(doing). 

Of these three, the will is the most hidden and the most 
misunderstood. 
 
Thinking is visible in what a child says; feeling is visible in 
how a child responds; but the will reveals itself only in what 
a child does — and more importantly, in what a child con-
tinues to do, without being asked, without reward, through 
difficulty and repetition and the natural resistance of the 
world. 
 
It is the will that carries a person from intention to action, 
from desire to deed, from the wish to the work. 

Steiner understood that the will is not located in the head. 
It lives in the limbs and the metabolism — in the body that 
moves, carries, builds, kneads, plants, and completes. 
 
This is why intellectual instruction, however brilliant, cannot 
directly develop the will. You cannot think your way into 
willpower. It must be lived into, through physical engage-
ment with the world, through repetition that has been 
warmed by feeling, through effort that is real and conse-
quential. 
 
A child who carries firewood is developing will in a way that 
no worksheet or clever explanation ever could. 

Central to Steiner's educational philosophy is the recogni-
tion that each stage of childhood has its own character and 
its own appropriate mode of learning. 
 
In the early years, before the change of teeth at around age 
seven, the child is primarily an imitating being — the will is 
awakened by example, by rhythm, by the sight of purposeful 
adult activity. 
 
In the middle childhood years, from roughly seven to four-
teen, the will is nourished above all by feeling: by activities 
that move the child emotionally and morally before they are 
asked to understand them intellectually. 
 
It is in this period, Steiner taught, that artistic activity — 
drawing, painting, music, handwork, movement — is not a 
supplement to real learning but its very vehicle. Art is how 
the will is summoned and shaped in the growing child. 
 
Steiner also understood, with uncommon clarity, what 
weakens the will. 
 
 

He spoke of the danger of over-intellectualizing — of giving 
a child reasons and explanations before they have had the 
chance to experience and feel. 
 
He understood the damage done by passive reception, by 
the absence of rhythm, by a life in which nothing is asked of 
the child's body and nothing is expected of their hands. 
 
Though he could not have foreseen the digital age, his in-
sights speak directly to it: an environment that delivers con-
stant stimulation without demanding any effort in return is 
an environment that quietly starves the will, however enter-
taining it may be. 
 
For Steiner, the home was not secondary to the school. It 
was, in many ways, primary. 
 
The rhythms of daily domestic life — meals prepared and 
shared, tasks carried out without negotiation, crafts and art 
given time and dignity, stories told in the evening — these 
were not background noise to a child's development. They 
were its very substance. 
 
The parent who maintains a consistent rhythm in the home, 
who expects real contribution from the child, who says a 
warm and unequivocal no when that is what the moment 
requires, and who turns off the screen and allows silence 
and boredom to do their quiet work — that parent is not 
merely managing a household. 
 
They are building a human being from the inside out. 
 
What follows in this article is not a program of discipline or 
a set of techniques. It is an invitation to see the ordinary life 
of the home with new eyes — to recognize the will-building 
power already present in a loaf of bread baked on the same 
morning each week, in the child who sweeps the porch each 
evening, in the unfulfilled wish that is carried with patience 
through the weeks before a birthday, in the long, empty 
Saturday afternoon that is not rescued by a device. 
 
Steiner believed that a strong will — freely developed, rooted 
in feeling, shaped by rhythm and artistic life — is one of the 
greatest gifts we can give the next generation. 
 
Not willfulness, not mere compliance, but the deep inner 
capacity to take hold of oneself, to act with purpose, to 
complete what one has begun, and to meet the world with 
energy and resolve. 
This capacity is not taught in lessons. It is grown, slowly and 
quietly, in the texture of daily life — and the home is where 
it begins. 



Conscious, Purposeful Repetition 
The cultivation of the will and the strengthening of the pow-
er of decision comes through conscious repetition — not 
mindless drilling, but returning to the same meaningful ac-
tivity with awareness. 
 
At home, parents can build this into daily rhythms: practic-
ing a musical instrument, doing the same craft regularly, 
cooking together following the same recipe, or revisiting a 
story or poem over multiple days. 
 
In practice, this might look like: 
 

· Baking the same loaf of bread every Saturday morning, 
not varying the recipe, but deepening the child's rela-
tionship to each step — the feel of the dough, the smell 
of the yeast, the patience of waiting for the rise. 

· Returning to the same poem, verse, or prayer at the din-
ner table each week for a month, not because the child 
must memorize it, but because something new reveals 
itself each time. 

· Tending a small garden plot through the seasons — wa-
tering, weeding, harvesting — where the repetition is 
built into the cycle of nature itself. 

 
Awaken Feeling First, Then Let the Child Repeat 
Parents can cultivate the will by guiding the child toward 
something that awakens a feeling for what is right, and 
then allowing the child to repeat this. 
 
In practice, this means not demanding immediate intellec-
tual understanding, but instead choosing activities that 
move the child emotionally and morally — and then letting 
that activity recur. The repetition, once rooted in feeling, 
gradually builds deep inner resolve and the capacity to de-
cide and act. 
 
Practical examples: 
 

· Before asking a child to set the table each evening, tell 
them — once, simply and warmly — that setting the ta-
ble is a way of saying to the family: I was thinking of 
you. Don't repeat the explanation. Let the feeling do its 
work, and let the act of setting the table carry that 
warmth forward night after night. 

· If a child is reluctant to help a younger sibling, don't 
argue the case. Instead, tell a story about a time you 
helped someone smaller than you and how it felt. Then, 
the next time the opportunity arises, invite the child qui-
etly — without explanation. 

· Choose a household task and frame it, just once, in a 
way that gives it dignity: "In our family, the person who 
sweeps the floor at the end of the day is the one who 
closes the day well." Then let it become their task, their 
rhythm. 
 

Prioritize Artistic Activities 
Steiner sees art as the primary vehicle through which the 
will is called forth and strengthened. 
 
Parents can support the will by making drawing, painting, 
modeling with clay, music, handwork, and movement arts a 
regular, joyful part of home life — especially during holidays 
— not as hobbies on the side, but as core activities. 

Concrete starting points for families: 
· Keep beeswax or clay on the kitchen table on quiet af-

ternoons — not as a structured lesson, but as a stand-
ing invitation. 

· Knitting, sewing, or weaving even a few rows each 
evening builds the will through the hands in a way few 
other activities can match. A child learning to knit a 
simple square is not just making a scarf — they are 
learning that something comes from sustained effort, 
stitch by stitch. 

· Singing together as a family — at mealtimes, on car 
journeys, while doing chores — builds will through 
rhythm and breath in a way that is entirely natural and 
joyful. 

· Let the child see you engaged in your own creative 
work: sketching, playing an instrument, mending cloth-
ing, carving wood. Will is caught as much as it is 
taught. 
 

A story to share: "My father couldn't draw well, but every 
winter he carved wooden animals at the kitchen table. He 
never showed me how — he just did it, and I watched. One 
night he handed me a piece of wood and a small knife. I 
have never forgotten the feeling of making the first cut." 
 
Assign Meaningful Household Chores 
One of the most powerful and underused tools parents 
have is the regular, expected household chore — not as pun-
ishment, not as a transaction, but as genuine contribution 
to the life of the home. 
 
Steiner understood that the will is rooted in the body and 
awakened through physical action in the world. Chores are 
will-development in disguise. 
Age-appropriate examples that build will: 
Ages 4–6: 

· Bringing in vegetables from the garden or the bag of 
groceries from the car 

· Folding napkins or washcloths 
· Watering plants — inside and outside 
· Feeding and caring for a pet 

Ages 7–10: 
· Sweeping the kitchen or porch each evening 
· Washing and drying dishes (not loading a dishwasher, 

but by hand — the rhythm and warmth of the water 
matters) 

· Carrying firewood or logs 
· Helping prepare one part of the family meal — peeling, 

chopping, stirring 
Ages 11–14: 

· Independently preparing a simple meal once a week 
· Maintaining the outdoor space — mowing, raking, 
weeding 

· Caring for a younger sibling during a regular window 
of time 

· Managing the laundry from washing to folding to re-
turning 

 
The key is consistency and expectation — not praise for 
compliance, but a quiet assumption that of course this is 
your contribution to the household. 

Link to full article: https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?
u=a0ce04e5a70babb8ef1330163&id=b87f1402e3 or collect a free 
copy from the office.  
 
 



Mrsst 
Founders meeting 

Motueka Rudolf Steiner School Trust has been asked by 
its neighbour at 43 School Road to give approval to a 
5.6m high garage to be built 1.5m from the boundary 
with the farm.  The garage would be sited to the north-
northwest of the poleshed, and around 25m to the north-
west of the closer MRSST cottage.  Daylight modelling 
shows no shading of the cottage, but some impact on the 
back of the pole shed.  If you wish to review plans or 
comment, please email chair@mrsst.nz before 9 May. The 
garage proposal is part of a broader project by the neigh-
bour to replace the existing two-storey dwelling at 43 
School Road with a larger single-storey dwelling. 

PART-TIME WORK FROM HOME ROLE AVAILABLE  

VEDA ORGANICS ADMINISTRATOR 

Veda Organics is seeking an organised and reliable 
administrator to manage the weekly coordination of 
our organic produce box business. 

Approx. 10 hours per week 

Key Tasks: 

Manage weekly customer orders 

Order produce from suppliers 

Coordinate with garden team on available harvest 

Communicate packing / harvest requirements 

Customer emails and general admin 

Maintain online ordering system 

Ideal for someone who is: 

Highly organised and self-managing 

Confident with email, spreadsheets, and online 
systems 

A clear communicator 

Interested in local food / organic produce 

Detail oriented 

Work from home with flexible hours, must have some 
availability on Mondays and Fridays each week. Full 
training and handover provided. 

For expressions of interest contact: Beba McLean 

bebamclean@mrsst.nz and Louise Perzigian 
louise.perzigian@mrsst.nz 

 
Applications close May 7, 2026 

 

On 28 April, a Founders Meeting of the Motueka Rudolf 
Steiner School Trust (MRSST) was held at the school to 
discuss the market garden and Veda Organics vegeta-
ble box business.  

MRSST oversees the Steiner Kindergarten, the 5 hec-
tares of land that is leased to the school, and another 
7 hectares of farm land adjacent to the school cam-
pus.  The Trust entered an agreement with Mihau and 
Valetta Sowka (“Our Living Footprints) in late 2024/
early 2025 to serve as kaitiaki/manager for the farm, 
and to turn a section of the farm land into a market 
garden.  There was a subsequent agreement with Our 
Living Footprints to administer the Veda Organics busi-
ness as a distribution platform for both MRSST farm-
grown produce and wholesale produce from June 
2025, following MRSST’s acquisition of Veda Organics 
in May 2025. 

The meeting allowed MRSST to give an account of its 
decision making process, Our Living Footprints to 
speak to the first year of market garden production 
and opportunities going forward, and for community 
members to ask questions and provide feedback on 
the initiative.  Some community members expressed 
concern about the financial viability of the commercial 
operation, while others shared their vision for the 
farm. New ideas and expressions of interest in sup-
porting this kaupapa emerged towards the end. Com-
munity members agreed to the formation of a commit-
tee of experienced community members to explore 
paths forward to present at the MRSST AGM on 9 
June.  MRSST noted that it is looking for someone to 
take over the Veda administrative role in early May, 
which involves around 10 hours paid work per week.   

If you would like a link to the minutes summary and 
information pack that was sent to meeting partici-
pants, send an email to: louise.perzigian@mrsst.nz  

Feedback  

vacancy 



Adventure Walk Day 

From this term, Tupu children will embark on an 
adventure walk every Thursday morning to explore 
the farm, nature, and observe the seasons. Last 
week was our first adventure walk day. The children 
arrived full of excitement and energy to burst out 
into the wide world.  

They were all so curious about what was around 
them, hunting for puffball mushrooms on the way, 
and listening to the bird songs. Once we got to the 
field, they couldn’t wait to explore freely and wan-
dered around. Some children collected kindling, 
built huts, climbed trees, and bounced on the 
branches. When they got hungry from their play, we 
shared the picnic before walking back to kindergar-
ten. We all enjoyed this new experience and are ex-
cited for many more adventures to come.  

Akane  

Community  
noticeboard 

Short term rental available  

Fully furnished 50sqm off-grid house is available for SHORT-
TERM rent for 3 months from 25th May to August 25th. 2 
bedrooms. Motueka Valley  

Contact Jamie 027 405 6226  

Cottage for Rent  

Newly refurbished cottage in Motueka 
1 bed, 1 bath, lounge + kitchenette 
$360 / week includes fiber internet, gas, rubbish removal. 
Available from April 15  
Contact Ange on 021 02518729 

Looking for a studio   

We are looking for a small studio/pod to work from in 
the Tasman area. Miksch.jennifer@gmail.com 

Property for Sale  

Upper Moutere, Neudorf Rd property with 2 dwellings 
(older 5 bedroom and eco 2 bedroom) and 7 acres of 
beauty, awaits a new owner, or possible land share 
ownership arrangement. Suitable to those interested in 
land work, as it has a few thousand trees, fruit, nut, fire-
wood, amenity, timber, screening. From flats to mostly 
gentle slopes, rural views over Neudorf Valley. Managed 
for 25-35 years organically. 15km from Steiner school. 
Please contact Peter @ hazelnuss24@gmail.com  

Looking for a house to rent for term 1 and 2 in 2027 
 
We are a family of four from Mannheim, Germany. 
Our children, Linda and David, are seven and nine years 
old. Linda loves crafts and track and field, and David 
enjoys playing soccer and is a big lover of farming animals. 
Enrolling our children at the Steiner School in Motueka is a 
dream come true. J 
For the duration of our stay we are looking for a house to 
rent starting in January 2027 (sometime between 8th and 
29th of January) for a period of minimum 4 up to 8 
months. 
 
With kind regards from 
Germany Diana, Johannes, 
Linda and David 
Diana.Brunnenkant@web.de 

House for rent  

Newly renovated 3-bedroom house on a certified organ-
ic farm in the beautiful Motueka valley for rent from 1 
May. School bus pick up outside the gate. The rent is 
$500/week plus gas and electricity. Please email or call 
Rebecca at rebeccahsmith@live.com/ 021 1816 989 for 
more info.   




