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again have the privilege of Annemieke accompanying 
the children on the harp while they walk the spiral. 

When they return to their classrooms, they will each 
receive a little star cookie to munch on. Thank you to 
Jolie and her team for baking these!  We will continue 
in the spirit of Advent until the end of term, making 
Advent crafts and singing Christmas carols in prepara-
tion for our end-of-term assembly.  

Thank you to all the parents and community members 
who attended the community meeting last week. 
There was a big turn-out and we are grateful to Lach-
lan who chaired the meeting, and to Ian, David and 
Mihau for their excellent presentations, as well as 
their willingness to answer the many questions that 
arose from their presentations. We would once again 
urge you to join the Proprietors Trust, who currently 
only has two trustees overseeing its portfolio of prop-
erty management and Special Character attestation. 
Please be in touch with Lachlan Grey if this is a role 
that interests you: chair@mssproprietors.nz  

Ki te kotahi te kākaho ka whati ki te kāpuia e kore te 
whati. 

Ngā mihi, Elizabeth 

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175  www.motuekasteiner.school.nz   03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008 

Kia ora e te whānau 

With only three weeks to go before the end of term 
and the beginning of the long-awaited summer holi-
day, we are beginning to wind down the school year. 
Most plays have been performed, thank goodness! And 
congratulations to teachers and students for all their 
hard work in putting up these excellent plays. Two 
more camps to go, end-of-year reports to be complet-
ed, and then our Advent assembly on the last day of 
term! With this eleven-week term coming to a close, 
we have noticed that the children are really tired, and 
the teachers are exhausted, but wonderful work has 
been accomplished this year by teachers, students, and 
by all the parents who so faithfully supported us 
throughout the year.  

We have now entered into the spirit of Advent with the 
children, and tomorrow morning we will walk the Ad-
vent spiral with them once again. This afternoon, the 
teachers will work together to set up the spiral and to 
create a reverent and quiet atmosphere. We once  

Click here to view full calendar online 

TERM DATES 

Monday 8 December  Parent Enrichment Evening 7pm in Putiputi  
Thursday 18 December End of Year Assembly   12pm at Lower Moutere Hall 
Friday 19 December   Teacher Only Day    No School  
Wednesday 4 February  First Day of School 2026  
Friday 6 February   Waitangi Day     No School  

In the first candle of Advent shine 

The light of crystals in the mine, 

The rocks, the jewels, and the stones, 

The seashells and our bones. 

Now the stones are on the earth, 

Waiting for the Christ Child’s birth 

  -Steiner Verse 



 

Advent can be a magical time for children as they pre-
pare for the arrival of Christmas. There are several 
stepping-stones that can be celebrated in the home: 
St. Nicholas Day; an Advent Calendar, an Advent 
Wreath, and a Nativity Table. 

· St. Nicholas Day falls on December the sixth. St. 
Nicholas visits the children at night to bring gifts 
for those who were good, loving and kind, and 
black coal to those who were naughty. Children put 
a clean shoe out next to their beds filled with a 
carrot and some hay for his pony. In turn, St. Nich-
olas leaves cinnamon stars or gingerbread biscuits, 
nuts and perhaps a small piece of chocolate in 
their shoes. St. Nicholas was born in the third cen-
tury C.E. in Asia Minor. He was a Bishop who even-
tually became the patron saint of children. There 
are beautiful stories about St. Nicholas that can be 
told to children, such as The Gift from Saint Nicho-
las, by Dorothea Lachner. 

· Advent is the festival of expectation and Advent 
Calendars enable children to count the days, mak-
ing visible the approach of Christmas. This can 
take the form of an advent spiral with a golden 
stairway of stars: each day the baby/the angel car-
rying the baby travels down the spiral until on 
Christmas day the baby arrives in the manger 
where Mother Mary and Father Joseph have been 
waiting. It is perhaps good to steer away from 
commercial advent calendars that offer a chocolate 
for every little window that is opened. There are 
many ideas available for making one’s own Advent 
calendar with the children in the family.  

· The Advent Wreath contains four candles. The can-
dles can be either red or violet. The wreath can be 
made from seasonal greenery. On each successive 
Sunday before Christmas a candle is lit, so that on 
the fourth Sunday before Advent one candle is lit, 
on the third Sunday before Advent two candles are 
lit, and so forth. This is an exciting and reverent 
ritual for children at dinner time. There is a lovely 
little verse by Rudolf Steiner that can accompany 
the lighting of the candles:  

The first light of Advent is the light of stones 
The light that shines in crystals in seashells and in 

bones 
  

The second light of Advent is the light of plants 
Green plants that reach up to the light and in the 

breezes dance 
  

The third light of Advent is the light of beasts 
That shines in all creatures in greatest and in least 

  
The fourth light of Advent is the human light 

The light of hope and of thought, to know and do what 
is right 

 
· The Nativity Table enables us to remember symbol-

ically the days of creation. On the first Sunday of 
Advent, stones are placed around the stable; on 
the second Sunday plants are added; animals ap-
pear on the third Sunday; and finally on the fourth 
Sunday Mary and Joseph arrive. On Christmas 
morning the baby is placed in the cradle. On 
Christmas day, the shepherds also arrive, but the 
three kings or magi, are only seen in the distance. 
They move closer to the stable each day, until they 
finally arrive on the sixth of January to bring their 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

· The Christmas Tree: Handmade decorations, can-
dles, and finally a beautiful gold star at the top of 
the tree will enable children to experience Christ-
mas with joy and reverence. Father Christmas 
comes from the depths of time, like the powers 
that carry the mountains and the wide seas. On 
Christmas night he brings gifts to the children, and 
leaves these in their stockings. In this way, he puts 
weight into their stockings and so helps to 
strengthen the child’s relationship with the earth.  
 

Celebrating Festivals:  
Advent – Stepping-Stones on the Way to Christmas 



Classroom corner 
Putiputi (class 1 and 2) 

As the year draws gently to a close, Puti Puti 
has been filled with a sense of calm celebra-
tion and joyful industry. We recently complet-
ed our Saints Main Lesson, ending with the 
beloved story of St Nicholas — a fitting way to 
welcome the festive season and beautifully 
aligned with the verse, recorder piece, and 
song we will share at our Festival Assembly. 

Our classroom has been a hive of purposeful 
activity as we gather and complete our books, 
add content pages, and ensure each one is 
wrapped in its own thoughtful cover. Along-
side this, our hands have been busy with fes-
tive crafts: a handmade class advent calen-
dar (tiny houses filled with treasures ready to 
be handed out at the end of term), soft fabric 
Christmas trees, and delicate paper angels. 
The room is beginning to glow with the spirit 
of the season. 

As we prepare to step into the holidays, we 
wish all our families a blessed Christmas and 
a joyful, restful festive season. 

With warmest love, 
Puti Puti & Miss Terry 

Outdoor classroom 
We have had some delicious food in the outdoor class-
room these last few weeks with someone putting their 
hand up to cook for us each week.  We usually have 
delicious flat breads made on the fire with a soup, pas-
ta or bean dish in the Dutch oven.  It's nice to spend 
time sitting around the fire enjoying some food to-
gether and having time to breathe out in between 
forging and leather work. 

The students have moved from fire pokers onto medie-
val looking butter knives which will be a great item for 
them to keep forever.  Some have been creating some 
projects with copper wires that were gifted to me this 
year.  The leather workers have been busy making axe 
sheaths, knife sheaths, books, bags and wallets. 

This term we have been lucky to have Orion join us to 
help in the forge.  An ex pupil from here at school who 
has built a forge at home and was keen to help when I 
asked him.  It is wonderful to see him mentoring the 
class 7's; he has so much knowledge and when he was 
a class 7 a couple of years ago he was always happy to 
help other students with something that he had al-
ready learnt.  A big thanks for Orion for his input this 
term, it is so important to have extra helpers with this 
project. 

A wee reminder for children to please return any library 
books they have borrowed before Thursday 11th De-
cember, which will be the last library day of 2025. 
Thanks to all the children who have come into the li-
brary space to share their love of books with me. Hap-
py holidays to all. 
 
Brit—Library Volunteer 

School notices 
library  

The lost and found basket is located outside of the of-
fice. Please have a look to see if any of those items be-
long to your child/ren. Unclaimed items will be donat-
ed to a local charity shop.  

Lost and found 



MAHANA PLAY 



AHI PLAY The Love of Three Oranges 



Food for 
thought 

Felix, Class of 2015 

Montgomery Bell Academy | 
Rhode Island School of De-
sign 

Space-Age Handwork 

Felix has a vivid memory of 
his physics main lesson 

block in middle school at Linden. The room 
was completely blacked out, and students had 
to truly observe what happened when a pin-
hole of light was allowed in. Experiments like 
these gave him a deep appreciation of how the 
world works and a "visual demonstration and 
physical understanding" of deeper concepts. 

After continuing art all through high school 
and falling more in love with physics, Felix 
chose the Rhode Island School of Design, 
where he discovered Industrial Design and 
RISD's connection with NASA. He interned at 
the Center for Design and Space Architecture 
and is now a Softgoods Engineering Technolo-
gist at NASA. 

In his work, Felix blends his two loves of art 
and physics as part of the advanced suit team, 
designing and sewing the outermost layers of 
space suits. Recently he was given his own lab, 
which he will outfit and staff to work on space 
suits suitable for the moon and Mars. Some of 
his softgoods work will be heading to space in 
spring 2026 on the Artemis II mission, which 
will return people back around the moon for 
the first time in over 50 years and will be first 
to include a woman and a person of color. 

Felix credits Linden for his love of learning and 
with teaching him how to learn. He values the 
“precision and technical learning skills” he 
gained from violin, and still delights in im-
pressing his friends and colleagues with the 
juggling and stilt-walking skills he learned at 
Linden! 

Portrait of a graduate 

Emma, Class of 2010 
Hillsboro High School, Vale-
dictorian | University of Vir-
ginia 

After Linden, Emma was not 
only the Valedictorian at 
Hillsboro High School, but 
she pursued a wide variety 
of internships and experi-
ences. Such endeavors in-

clude Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Science and 
Research, Hillsboro Service Research Intern in 
the Sappington Lab (Vanderbilt), and Research 
and Administrative Assistant at Blue Ridge Poi-
son Center. Emma attended the University of 
Virginia, where she was elected Vice President 
and Social Vice President for Alpha Phi Omega, 
a co-ed service fraternity, and earned a BA in 
Environmental Science and Spanish with a mi-
nor in Global Sustainability. 
 
After graduating college, Emma was in the 
Peace Corps, where she served as an agricul-
ture and food security volunteer in Togo, West 
Africa. In 2020, she began working a the US 
Department of Agriculture’s Food & Nutrition 
Service working on food safety and nutrition 
education. She will be graduating with a Mas-
ter’s in Public Health in Epidemiology from the 
Colorado School of Public Health in May 2026.  
  
Emma credits Linden for her appreciation of 
adventure and personal growth. “Seeing my 
peers constantly push the boundaries of our 
comfort zones in chorus, orchestra, hand-
working, language class, and in main lesson 
books,” Emma reflects, “allowed me to develop 
a profound appreciation for people with this 
quality; as a result, throughout high school, 
college, and beyond, I have surrounded myself 
with people who are interested, inquisitive, and 
striving to grow intellectually and creatively.” 
Emma is grateful for her time at Linden, for the 
role models and peers who encouraged her to 
be herself. She continues to sing and play the 
violin and loves painting, running, reading, and 
her rescue dog Ginger.  https://lindenwaldorf.org/how-we-learn/portrait-of-a-graduate 



With Christmas on its way soon, you might 
be thinking ahead to gifts you would like to 
give your children.  In our kindergarten, it's 
beautiful to see how the children are drawn 
to gather around a teacher who is sewing 
dolls’ clothes, knitting an animal or crafting 
a small toy.  They have such an interest and 
sense of wonder watching the creation un-
fold and it gives the children the opportunity 
to see the world being shaped by human 
hands. 

We would like to encourage you to bring a 
little of this experience into your 
homes.  Making a toy doesn't need to be 
elaborate.  A felt animal, a simple bean bag 
or a knitted cord can be a beloved toy, espe-
cially when children know it was made just 
for them.  Making toys for children gives 
them so much more than just the finished 
object itself.  They also receive the love and 
attention that went into the making. 

This season, perhaps 
consider making at  
least one small gift by 
hand.  It just 
might become the  
one your child  
treasures the most! 

Kindergarten 

You are warmly invited to a festive get-
together of our school community — students, 
parents, family and friends, teachers, and all 
other staff — on Friday, 12 December, from 2:30 
to 4:30 pm to celebrate the Festive Season 
around our Outdoor Kitchen.  
 
Join us for an opportunity to listen to — and 
sing along with — the School Choir as well as 
an Adult Choir, enjoy Christmas Cookies, cake, 
and drinks, and even pick up some Christmas 
presents. 
 
Our community’s dollmakers, the Midnight 
Elves, will host a stall featuring handcrafted 
animals, toys, Christmas tree ornaments, and a 
Nativity Scene. There will also be a second-
hand toy stall, candle dipping for your Christ-
mas candles, and a craft station where chil-
dren can make a gift using natural materials. 
This is not a fundraiser — it is a celebration. 
However, to cover costs (for example, for can-
dle materials), some items will be priced while 
others will be offered for a koha. 
 
School parents will receive further information 
through their Liaison Parents. 
 
The “driving forces” behind this event are the 
same dedicated people who run the Weavers 
Café. They can’t bring this celebration to life 
alone and would greatly appreciate some sup-
port from parents. 
 
On the same day the Motueka Santa Parade 
begins at 5:00 pm, so you may wish to extend 
your day by joining in that celebration as well. 

We warmly invite all kindergarten and play-
group parents to a consultation and feed-
back meeting on Thursday, 4 December, 
from 2.00 pm to 2.45 pm.  The meeting will 
be in the Tupu room at the Robinson Road 
kindergarten building.  We will share some 
of the configuration options we are consid-
ering for the kindergarten in 2026, and 
would very much value your thoughts and 
ideas. Please come along to hear what we’ve 
been exploring and to add your voice to the 
conversation. 
 

Kindergarten and playgroup 

Consultation and Feedback Meeting 

Community Christmas 
Celebration 



Community notice board 
Harp Lessons with Annemieke  

Dear Steiner Whanau, 

Your child is inspired to play the harp 
too. I teach the harp locally and have 
a few spaces. Rental harps are avail-
able for hire so you don't need to 
own a harp yet. I teach both sight 
reading skills and playing by heart. 

Annemieke Harmonie 
0212139446 
harpandhealing@gmail.com 

Music lessons are now available at school! 
  
We offer piano lessons (from class 2 recommended) on 
Monday afternoon and Guitar, Ukulele and Flute les-
sons (from class 4 recommended). Day to be con-

firmed. 
 

To enroll your children please contact 
Eugenie: info@musiclingo.nz  

 
 For more information, check our  
website: Musiclingo.nz https://
musiclingo.nz/ or find us on face-
book: MusicLingo  

 
 

Message from Steiner family moving to Motueka 

Kia ora 

We are Lee, Larissa, Ida (4 yrs) and Francis (2 yrs). We 
are moving to the area from Titirangi, and are very 
excited to be part of your school community! We are 
after a temporary space for our tiny home while we 
settle in the area and look to purchase a larger 
lifestyle property. We would be open to anything that 
anyone in the community might have available from 
mid to late January 2026 within a 
30 minute drive of school. Please 
get in touch with Lee if you know of 
a space that might work, or if you 
know of anything coming up for 
sale - 0210368635. 

Nga mihi aroha 

Babysitter available  

I love babysitting, and have quite a bit of experience from 
over the years. I'm looking for a reliable amount of income. 
I am available after 4 pm weekdays and all the time on 
weekends. Flexible. I have my own transport. I am a girl, 18 
turning 19, and studying to become a pilot at Nelson Avia-
tion College. I am a great role model and also have tutor-
ing experience. I charge $30 an hour or at your discretion. 
Set start and finish times, cancellations need 24 hours no-
tice and I am happy to stay overnight if arranged prior. 

mobile: 02108115447     email: luka.h.winz@gmail.com 




