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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

. 4t el Isn’t it a good idea to teach children

to play together, before we teach

them to compete against each other?
- Jaimen McMillan

Kia ora e te whanau

Our termly working bee on Sunday was once again an
opportunity for families to get together and enjoy each
other's company while volunteering their precious time
to help tidy up our campus. A huge thank you to
Ritchey and Sorie for organizing it, putting together the
list of to-dos, and providing morning tea. We are very
grateful to the faithful families who always turn up for
the working bees. Sunday was a lovely, warm and sun-
ny day perfect for pulling out weeds, organizing the
tree nursery, and clearing gutters!

Last week we had a delightful sports day here at
school. Both children and parents thoroughly enjoyed
it, and 1 was delighted to see the wonderful sports-
manship amongst the students. Thank you to Paula for
being at the helm of its organization this year. This
week some of the students had the opportunity to at-
tend the junior inter-schools' athletics. Thank you to
Helga and Paula who accompanied them to this event.
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Our community meeting this term will be on Monday
17 November at the Riverside Hall, hosted by MRSST
and the Proprietors Trust. A panel of governance and
operational staff will be available to answer questions
you might have about any aspect of the organization
and its operations. There will also be short presenta-
tions by operational staff members. We encourage you
to attend this meeting at 7:00pm if possible.

On this note, please consider joining the Proprietors
Trust, who currently only has two trustees overseeing
its portfolio of property management and Special
Character attestation. Please be in touch with Lachlan
Grey if this is a role that interests you:
chair@mssproprietors.nz

A reminder that the school has a Concerns and Com-
plaints Policy https://motuekasteiner.school.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/04/
ConcernsComplaintsFlowchart.pdf should you wish to
express any concerns or complaints you might have.
Please follow the steps in the policy - this ensures
clear processes and a better outcome for all.

Kotahi te kakano, he nui nga hua o te rakau

Nga mihi, Elizabeth

Term 4 dates

Click here to view full calendar online

Monday 17 November

Tuesday 25 November  Board Meeting

Monday 8 December
Thursday 18 December

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175

Community Meeting

Parent Enrichment Evening
End of Year Assembly

www.motuekasteiner.school.nz

7pm in Riverside Community
5pm in Totara
7pm in Putiputi

03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008



CLASSROOM CORNER SCHOOL NOTICES
MAHANA (CLASS 3 AND 4) AHI CLASS PLAY

Mahana has been en- / Ani Class ‘:1u‘5F—?f'-f"; \
joying the dramatic ta- R .

les of Norse Mythology Ll ¥
recently, and have often \\ o (O)xohiYeg '& c
been amazed by the _ R
surprising antics of the "y
gods and goddesses & |
there! We have been \
busily practising for our
class play, Odin’s Eye, depicting these stories, Come a0d watth OUY
which will be performed for parents and pectormance at ©° o0pm,
friends at 3:15pm on Friday, November 14th, Tuesday 25" Novemlper

at the Outdoor Classroom. A class play al- } -.

ways brings mountains of opportunity for © Koha emcy

learning and development as well as deepen- , -
ing of curriculum themes, and it is such a joy \:f-‘“"‘\‘j U‘rff\ - _
and a pleasure to see the growth from year Q(\.&ox\ g We\Me =5
to year in the students’ performance abilities.

Our main lesson also took us to Kina Penin- _ \e \ue
sula to gather runestones, build stone cairns Motueka  ien e

and try our hands at making driftwood peo-

ple. We are so blessed with all the beautiful STATIONERY FUNDRAISER

places we have on our doorstep!

Every year we run a stationery fundraiser with a few
selected Waldorf stationery items that would make
great little gifts for the advent calendar, stocking fillers,
birthday presents, etc.

You get a 10% off retail price and the other 10% goes
towards our school’s specialty stationery (painting pa-
per, watercolor paints, etc.)

Orders are due Wednesday 19 November.
https://forms.gle/f2ZdiQn6fPplYhxp6
Once you have placed your order, you will receive an
invoice from the office. ETA is Friday 28 November.




SPORTS DAY

Jumping sack race

WORKING BEE
KAITIAKITANGA

We are very fortunate to have a spacious school cam-
pus with a big field, outdoor classroom, outdoor
kitchen, fruit orchard, vegetable gardens, playground,
a pond, native bush and more.

Our working bees are a great way for us to practise
kaitiakitanga as a way to show our respect and care
for the land.

With limited resources to maintain and develop the
land, attendance to working bees is of great im-
portance. Working bees are scheduled in advance on
a termly basis. Please ensure you save the date and
support this event.

The school provides morning tea, which also provides
for an opportunity to connect with other families!

The outdoor kitchen was built 8 years ago by a dedicated group
of parents. Last weekend, it got sanded and freshly oiled.

Above: Parent volunteer clean-
ing the gutters. Thank you
Serge!

Right: Class 5 and 6 parents
working in the native plant
nursery. A fundraising project to
support their class outings/
events.
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FOOD FOR

THOUGHT

maz For over a century, educators
and researchers alike have
recognized that the arts are
more than enrichment, they
are essential to learning. From
music and drama to drawing
and storytelling, artistic ex-
pression strengthens academ-
» ic achievement, fosters creativ-
) ity, enhances memory, and
builds social-emotional skills. While many schools still de-
bate whether the arts are optional, the research consistent-
ly demonstrates that they are central to student growth and
success.

Education as an Art

The idea that teaching itself is an art has deep roots. Effec-
tive teachers are not simply conveyors of information; they
are creative guides who awaken curiosity, invite exploration,
and help students see the world anew. Lessons infused
with rhythm, imagination, and story allow children to con-
nect knowledge with experience. One major randomized
trial in Houston, /nvestigating Causal Effects of Arts Educa-
tion Experiences, showed that students in schools with en-
hanced arts programming not only performed better in
writing but also displayed fewer disciplinary infractions and
higher levels of empathy. When teaching is approached as
an art form, learning extends far beyond academics into the
realms of character, community, and humanity.

Academic Achievement and the Arts

Arts-rich learning environments have long been linked to
higher academic performance. The landmark Arts and
Achievement in At-Risk Yout/; report revealed that students
deeply involved in the arts earn better grades, graduate at
higher rates, and are more likely to aspire to college. More
recently, the NEA's Snapshots of Arts Education in Child-
hood and Adolescence confirmed consistent gains in read-
ing, math, and language skills when arts participation is
strong.

One study, 7he Effects of Arts-Integrated Instruction on
Memory for Science Content (Hardiman et al., 2019), found
that students who learned science concepts through arts-
based methods retained knowledge more effectively than
those taught through traditional instruction. This under-
scores what many classrooms already practice: abstraction
becomes more accessible when introduced through artistic
exploration, such as drawing geometric forms before tack-
ling geometry formulas or illustrating a science experiment
as part of the learning process.

Creativity and Critical Thinking

In today's world, creativity is not a luxury, it is a necessity.
The OECD'’s report Art for Art’s Sake?highlights how arts
education fosters flexible, innovative thinking. Studies con-
sistently confirm that students who engage in artistic

THE SCIENCE OF ARTS INTEGRATION AND STUDENT SUCCESS

activities develop stronger divergent thinking skills, enabling
them to generate original ideas and adapt to new situa-
tions. Whether composing music, performing drama, or
painting a landscape, the arts cultivate persistence, origi-
nality, and problem-solving capacities that translate across
disciplines.

Memory, Engagement, and Multisensory Leaming

Artistic practice also strengthens memory and engagement.
Research from Hardiman et al. demonstrates that arts-
integrated instruction leads to deeper long-term recall of
content. This is because the arts activate multiple senses—
visual, auditory, kinesthetic—anchoring knowledge in em-
bodied experience. Reciting poetry, singing a mathematical
concept, or illustrating historical events embeds learning
more powerfully than rote memorization alone.

Social-Emotional Growth

The benefits of arts education extend into the social-
emotional domain. The Houston study noted earlier found
increased compassion and improved engagement in stu-
dents with greater arts exposure (Kisida & Bowen, 2019).
Similarly, the NEA's Arts /n Farly Childhood. Social and Fmo-
tional Benefits of Arts Participation documented that story-
telling, music, and drama build cooperation, empathy, and
resilience in young learners. Working together on a play, a
choir performance, or a group art project requires collabora-
tion, patience, and shared responsibility. All are vital life
skills.

Equity and Access

Despite overwhelming evidence, arts programs are often
the first to be cut when budgets tighten. Yet research shows
that arts engagement can be a powerful equalizer. NEA
studies reveal that low-income students deeply involved in
the arts outperform their peers academically, are more likely
to attend college, and are more engaged in civic life
(Catterall et al., 2012). The Kennedy Center's 7urnaround
Arts initiative confirms similar outcomes, with improve-
ments in attendance, behavior, and school climate in
schools that embrace arts integration.

A Universal Call

The evidence is unequivocal: the arts are essential to educa-
tion. They elevate academic performance, spark creativity,
deepen memory, and nurture empathy. Schools that fully
integrate the arts, whether through music, visual art, move-
ment, drama, or storytelling, embody what research affirms
is best practice for learning.

For more than a century, Waldorf schools have provided an
example of what this integration looks like in practice,
weaving the arts into every subject as a matter of principle.
The arts are not add-ons, but the medium through which
academics are brought to life.

https://www.waldorfeducation.org/3246-2/




BOOKARAMA
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Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd No

10am -4pm

ommunity Centre, Lower Moutere

We regret to inform you that the Bookarama that was
scheduled for next weekend has been cancelled. The
books will be donated to Founers Heritage Park for
their annual book fair.

MESSAGE FROM MRSST AND PT

Invitation to Community Meeting
17 November at 7pm Riverside Community Hall

Kia Ora everyone connected with the Motueka Steiner
School Community

On November 17 at 7pm we will have an open commu-
nity meeting hosted by MRSST and the Proprietors
Trust.

A panel of governance and operational staff will be
available to answer questions you have about any as-
pect of the organization and its operations.

There will be short presentations by operational staff
members and some important community announce-
ments will also be made official. We encourage as
many people to attend as possible.

In anticipation of a large turnout, we will be meeting at
the Riverside Community Hall and enjoy tea and cook-
ies together on the evening.

Looking forward to a great community building event.
See you then.

Warmly,

Lachlan Grey
Chair MSS Proprietors Trust

KINDERGARTEN

Our kindergarten garden is a lively and ever-
changing space where children love to play
and discover new things. In spring, every-
thing grows so fast that the garden seems
to change from one day to the next! We re-
cently held a community working bee, and it
was a rather quiet one, so the kindergar-
ten's garden could really use a few extra
hands. We know Sundays are precious fam-
ily time, so even a few minutes here and
there at pick up or drop off is a huge help.

Pull a weed while waiting at pick-up, brush
away a cobweb as you walk past, or give a
path a quick tidy. These small acts of ser-
vice, done reqularly and by many hands, re-
ally help keep the garden inviting for the
children. Helping in these small ways is a
lovely way to connect with the place and our
community. Thank you for caring for our
garden and our kindergarten family.
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Message from Steiner family moving to Motueka Harp Lessons with Annemieke

Kia ora Dear Steiner Whanau,

We are Lee, Larissa, Ida (4 yrs) and Francis (2 yrs). We Your child is inspired to play the harp
are moving to the area from Titirangi, and are very too. 1 teach the harp locally and have
excited to be part of your school community! We are a few spaces. Rental harps are avail-
after a temporary space for our tiny home while we able for hire so you don't need to
settle in the area and look to purchase a larger own a harp yet. 1 teach both sight
lifestyle property. We would be open to anything that reading skills and playing by heart.

anyone in the community might have avarlable from
mid to late January 2026 within a
30 minute drive of school. Please
get in touch with Lee if you know of

a space that might work, or if you G,
know of anything coming up for
sale - 0210368635.

Annemieke Harmonie
0212139446
harpandhealing@gmail.com

Music lessons are now available at school!

We offer piano lessons (from class 2 recommended) on

Monday afternoon and Guitar, Ukulele and Flute les-

sons (from class 4 recommended). Day to be con-
firmed.

Nga mihi aroha

Babysitter available

1 love babysitting, and have quite a bit of experience from To enroll your children please contact
over the years. I'm looking for a reliable amount of income. i Eugenie: info@musiclingo.nz

1 am available after 4 pm weekdays and all the time on
weekends. Flexible. I have my own transport. 1 am a girl, 18
turning 19, and studying to become a pilot at Nelson Avia- o S )
tion College. 1 am a great role model aF;\d also have tutor- Web?'t,e' MM https://
ing experience. 1 charge $30 an hour or at your discretion. musiclingo.nz/ or find us on face-
Set start and finish times, cancellations need 24 hours no- book: MusicLingo

tice and 1 am happy to stay overnight if arranged prior.

mobile: 02108115447  email: luka.h.winz@gmail.com

For more information, check our

We are a family of five from Germany - Ville (8), Hedda (10), Sverre (12),
Anika (45) and Tillmann (46) - looking for accommodation in or around
Motueka. For Tillmann's educational sabbatical, which includes e.g.
volunteering at Motueka High School, Motueka Steiner School and the
Riverside Community, we will be staying in Motueka from the end of January
until the beginning of July. Our children will be attending the Motueka
Steiner School during that time.

We are happy with a modest amount of space in a pleasant environment and
are willing to contribute our practical skills. We are open to alternative
housing options as well as to change accommodation during the period if
needed.

If you can offer a place that might suit us, we'd love to hear from you.
e ',"". ]
Ao Hodoko Sverte Muite Tillee.

Anika
anika.mahler@gmail.com
0049-152-05880733 (WhatsApp, Signal, Threema)

Family looking for accommodation

end of January - July 2026, in or around Motueka




ATLAS

COME HANG OUT WITHUS!

WEDNESDAY 3.30PM - 4.30PM
WEEKLY DURING TERM TIME - STARTING 15 OCTOBER

L\ TERM 4, ;

WE GET CRAFTY!
A DIFFERENT CRAFT PER

ATLAS

(AT THE LIBRARY AFTER SCHOOL)
IS A PLACE FOR FUN, CONMECTION, CRAFTS

N REGISTRATION REQUIRED, PARENT SUPERVISION ADVISED

AND GAMES! tasman district

8w

(Wim SEAson IsHEr€

ENrol TODAY!

2025 Registrations Are Open
NMust be 7+ years & confident in the water
MNew Competition and Development Pathways
{email us for more details)

2 Dedicated Qualified Coaches
Make New Friends
Improve Your Swimming Skills

Have fun

more information about how to join and what

es are available email: motuekaswimclub@gmail.com

or check out our Facebook Page for details.

F Motueka Swim Club

SUMMER

HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES

GO WILD | 7-10yrs
KAITIAKI KIDS | 10-12yrs
JUNIOR JOURNEY | 11-13yrs

Enrol now for a holiday programme that will
provide new outdor learning expeﬂences- v
delivered by our experienced team FUl;
safe & supportive environment!

NROL NOW! WHENUA [Tl

Visit our website to find out more & enrol wio.org.nz

Water Skills For Life Workshop
L ELELT

It's not just about teaching
swimm okes.

It's about teaching every student
how to survive - together.

Water Skills for Life is preparing
tamariki for real-world water safety
- every day, everywhere,

Register HERE

Join Megan from Water Skills for Life
to see what it is all about.

Where: Sport Tasman Boardroom -
142 Saxton Rd East, Stoke

When: 18" November,
3.30pm-4.30pm

All tamariki in Aotearoa deserve the chance to survive in water.

Water
i"._'E,E 7 4 < Sa ety

HEW ITALAND



Anthroposophic
Meditation Workshop

Connecting to your higher self

Christchurch
Fri. 28. to Sun. 30. Nov. 2025

Auckland
Fri. 5. to Sun. 7. December 2025

Course leaders: Agnes Hardorp, Thomas Mayer

To register: meditation333@& protonmail.com

Living with the Deceased
and effects of materialism on the afterlife
Lecture by Thomas Mayer
Christchurch, Wednesday, 26. November

Auckland, Wednesday, 3. December 2025

(Details on the next page)

www.anthroposophical-meditation.info

Would you like

to learn new skills
to improve your
health, wellbeing

and quality
of life?

Visit
our Health
Improvement
Practitioner
—it's FREE
Our HIP has the knowledge and
skills to help people with:

Stress #*  Family or relationship issues;
Grid domestic violence; parenting

Headaches or migraines * Gender identity, sexual orientation

* Making lifestyle changes like weight loss,

Sleep problems
i quitting smoking

Anxiety, depression or feeling down

Chronic pain
Our Health
Improvement
Practitioner (HIP) isa
member of our team and

Drug and alcohol problems

s« & & & & & s

Coping with iliness and health
conditions such as;

+ diabetes,

+ asthma ﬂ'lii o I'Eﬂ hiiﬁh
di , t I d gut probl o and
+ digestive and gut problems wellbeing.

For appointments

Your doctor or practice nurse can introduce
you to the HIP or you can ask for an
appointment at reception.

‘f—:’.

» Fe
ACCESS & CHOICE L :
Wellbeing SupporT y 1‘ i
Supp he health o - i \
wr.'_-'JB 7 of our ror m_ | .’..

40 |

Ko koe ki téna, ko ahau ki ténei kiwai o te kete:

You at that, and | at this handle of the basket. By working together, we move forward

Tasman Aerial Silles

Silks classes for ages 6+ to adults are
offered during school term at
Moutere Hills Community Centre

For more information, email
tasmansilks@gmail.com
or
call/text 0220 855 970 to book

G Tasman Aerial Silks

r@ﬁkaeﬂaf

15 November 2025 .. 7-12pm
Pshara Hall, Golden Bay
(Entry 13-17yrs only)

MUSIC LINE-UP

DOORS OPEN @6.30pPM

03 SALTY B
7.00PM LIVE MUSIC

A MIX OF LOCAL SOLO AND DUOS
KEYBOARD, GUITARS, VIOLIN
LOCAL SINGER SONGWRITERS
BEAT BOXER
8.30PM CHAIN REACTION
8.50PM RECOVERY
DJ'S FROM 9PM MUCK UP

TINNIY



