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they are at school every possible day they can be. Out term 
3 result was 5% down from last year. We can do better! 
With the MoE’s target of 80% we have a long way to go to 
improve on this. 

E hara taku toa i te toa takitahi,  
he toa takitini. 

Ngā mihi, Elizabeth 
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Kia ora e te whānau 

Welcome back to the last school term of the year – tamariki 
are already looking forward to the summer holidays! How-
ever, before they can enjoy long, warm school-free days we 
have a lot planned for this term, including class plays, 
camps, and day trips. Teachers will also be finalising re-
ports, which can be collected from individual teachers on 
the last day of term.  

It was a delight to see our tamariki’s enthusiasm as they 
shared their beautiful songs and verses with us at the Mich-
aelmas sharing assembly at the end of last term. Festivals 
in Waldorf schools are not only celebrations, but they are 
also nourishment. Festivals create rhythm, anchor us in the 
turning of the seasons, and give both children and adults 
experiences that feed the soul. Michaelmas, in particular, 
teaches that courage is not an absence of fear, but the will 
to face what comes with light in the heart.  

School attendance was particularly weak last term. Only 
43% of students attended school regularly. The government 
requirement is that 80% of children should be at school for 
more than 90% of the time. This means that a child should 
not be away for more than 5 days per term – for any rea-
son. If a student is away for a day a week, that equates to 
20% of missed learning. After 5 years at school that means 
they have missed a whole year. When a child is unwell, of 
course they should be at home. However, please ensure that  

Click here to view full calendar online 

Term 4 dates 

Tuesday 21 October    Board Meeting    5:00 pm in Totara  
Thursday 23 October    Strike Day      No School  
Monday 27 October    Labour Day     No School  
Monday 3 November    Community Meeting   TBC  

Brave and true I will be. 

Each good deed sets me free. 

Each kind word makes me strong. 

I will fight for the right, 

I will conquer the wrong. 

- Traditional Michaelmas Verse 



Classroom corner 

Outdoor classroom 

Ahi (class 7) 

As we charge into 
the final term for the 
class 7's I have been 
enjoying observing 
the skills they have 
developed over the 
past two years in this 
space.  Most of the 
group are self start-
ers and require just a 

little bit of guidance and the correct materials to create 
a project from concept to finished result.  It is great to 
know they will be leaving with real hands-on skills in 
carving, weaving, leather, copper, cooking, fire starting, 
brush making, bamboo work, charcoal and a bit of 
blacksmithing too.  The work they will be producing 
over the next few weeks will be something they can be 
proud of and I have witnessed them developing the 
strong will required to finish all parts of a project - es-
pecially the bits they don't like :). They are engaging 
their head, heart and hands in this space with the pro-
jects they chose.  Despite being the senior class they 
do also still love to sit around the fire eating damper 
on a stick.  Lindsey  

A word from Motueka Steiner Alumni, 

Leaving Steiner has made us realise what a 
rewarding seven years we had. Years that al-
lowed us to sing, play, perform and learn 
skills that so many others missed out on.  To 
be able to come and visit now as Year 9 stu-
dents reminds us how awesome this school 
really is.  We have so many great memo-
ries and made the best of friends. 

We are so grateful for all the amazing teach-
ers that have taught us so much along the 
way.  It's truly the best education we could 
ever have experienced. 

Malia, Nia and Frida 
Class 7 Graduates of 2024 

With Lindsey 

On Tuesday, as part of their outdoor classroom with 
Jolie, our Class One students joined us on the school 
farm for a beautiful planting ceremony. This is the be-
ginning of what we hope will become a much-loved 
yearly tradition. Each child planted their very own fruit 
tree, learning how to place it gently into the earth with 
love and care. 

We began by Valetta blessing the ceremony and invok-
ing He Karakia Haumanu Taiao, calling upon the heav-
ens and the earth to bless and renew the land.  

After the blessing, Mihau (our Farm Manager) spoke 
with the children about how the earth dreams of trees 
and how, through their planting, those dreams begin to 
wake. We discussed how Rudolf Steiner spoke about 
the living energy behind plants, animals, and spoke 
about the corresponding concept in te Ao Māori - the 
Māori worldview - of every thing, being and place hav-
ing a ‘mauri’ (pronounced moe-ree), or life-force.  

Mihau demonstrated to the children how to prepare 
the soil, place their tree, and tuck it in gently. 

Each child then planted their tree, with our encourage-
ment and guidance and assistance from Jolie (Outdoor 
Teacher) and Nolee (Assistant Teacher). It was a joyful 
morning full of laughter, muddy hands, and a sense of 
shared purpose. 

This planting marks the first row in what will grow into 
our Syntropic Forest of Life - a living classroom where 
every new Class One will plant their own row of trees 
each year. As the children grow, their food forest will 
grow beside them - a beautiful expression of care, co-
operation, and the living rhythms of the earth. 

The morning finished sweetly, gathered together with a 
lovely carrot cake, shared in celebration of this new be-
ginning.  

Elizabeth will join us to close the ceremony in a few 
weeks time when the children return to place their 
name plates with their individual trees.  
Ngā mihi,  

Valetta, and Mihau (Farm Manager)  

Outdoor classroom 
And the farm  



Michaelmas and 
spring celebration  

Maori language week 

Class 1 and 2 play 
Maui catches the sun 



School notices 
New school librarian 

welcome brit 

A warm welcome to Brit who has offered to volunteer 
as our school librarian. Brit and her two daughters 
have recently moved from the North Island.  

Students (and parents) are welcome 
to visit and borrow books from our 
library at lunch time on Tuesday and 
Thursday.  

Our provisional library is located in a 
shipping container next to the staff 
parking.  

TheÊPublicÊHealthÊNursesÊsupportÊschoolsÊandÊwhānauÊcar-
ingÊforÊtamariki.ÊWeÊareÊwanƟngÊtoÊunderstandÊtheÊissuesÊ
parentsÊandÊwhānauÊareÊdealingÊwithÊacrossÊourÊregion. 
ParenƟngÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊrewardingÊthingsÊweÊcanÊeverÊ
doÊbutÊitÊcanÊalsoÊbeÊchallengingÊatÊƟmes.ÊWeÊareÊallÊinÊthisÊ
together,ÊsupporƟngÊeachÊother,Êgrowing,ÊandÊlearningÊasÊ
weÊgoÊalong.ÊThereÊareÊnoÊrightsÊorÊwrongs,ÊnoÊfailures,ÊnoÊ
ruleÊbook.  
PleaseÊtakeÊtheÊƟmeÊtoÊshareÊyourÊthoughtsÊandÊneedsÊsoÊ
weÊcanÊbeƩerÊsupportÊyou,ÊyourÊwhānauÊandÊyourÊcommu-
nityÊtoÊenableÊyourÊtamarikiÊtoÊgrowÊwellÊandÊthrive.  
 
This survey should take 3-5 mins to complete. 
hƩps://forms.office.com/r/gbnZLUrUSp 

 

ThisÊsurveyÊisÊconfidenƟalÊandÊdoesÊnotÊrecordÊyourÊidenƟ-
ty. If this survey raises any issues that you need individual 
support with, please don’t hesitate to discuss these with 
your child’s teacher or health professional as appropri-
ate. TheÊfollowingÊlinkÊgivesÊyouÊaÊlistÊofÊnaƟonalÊwhānauÊ
servicesÊavailable. TheÊwebsiteÊdoesÊnotÊrequireÊdataÊtoÊac-
cess:Êzero.govt.nz  
                                          
Thank you for your Ɵme and valuable feedback 

Congratulations  
Motueka stringers 

 Champions of the 13th/14th grade Tasman regional 
tournament. (Blenheim/Sep)  

Public health nurse survey for 
parents and whānau 



Spring Fair 2025 - Wrap Up  
 

Once again our community’s hard 
work has paid off,  

Spring Fair 2025 raised $43,488! 
Congratulations and THANK YOU! 

 
Together we created a beautifully magical expe-
rience that was shared with our children and 
our greater community. We received some very 
positive feedback from members of the public 
who attended. We hope that you too managed 
to have some fun, and had the opportunity to 
build new connections with others within our 
wonderful community. We were presented with 
some challenges due to the weather forecast on 
set up day, but together we found solutions. We 
really appreciated everyone’s willingness to be 
flexible and adaptable in working around these 
challenges, including arriving at the crack of 
dawn on fair day to finish setting up!  
 
The funds our community raised will contribute 
to special character teacher costs for 2026. It is 
vital that we fundraise for these costs which are 
not funded by the Ministry of Education. The 
Spring Fair undoubtedly takes a lot of effort to 
pull off, but it generates a large amount of 
funds which would be very hard to acquire 
through other fundraising avenues. And it pro-
vides so much more to our kindergarten/school 
and wider community, than just the money!  
 
Thank you for all for your time involved in the 
fair organisation, preparation for the stalls, on 
fair day, setting up, and packing down. Thank  
 

you for all of your donations in their various forms, 
including the delicious baking and salads you pre-
pared, the flowers and greenery you supplied to 
make flower crowns and to decorate the fair, and 
more. Thank you for volunteering to do jobs when 
we asked. Thank you for making the fair a suc-
cess!  

Giving Back 
It is a long-standing tradition that our community do-
nates a portion of the net income of each fair, to a lo-
cal charity. This expresses our gratitude, and acknowl-
edges our place in our wider community. From this 
year's fair earnings, $500 has been donated to RISE 
Motueka. RISE is a specialist family violence organisa-
tion - https://www.rise.net.nz/.  
 
Post-Fair Feedback 
Stallholders will be approached to give some specific 
feedback relating to their stalls. We welcome more 
general feedback to be emailed to 
pl.beba@motuekasteiner.school.nz and this will be 
passed on to the fair steering committee and/or the 
Proprietors Trust.  

We will be meeting at some stage to reflect on this 
year’s fair, and to brainstorm ideas for our Spring Fair 
in 2026. We will look at ways we could improve the 
organisation and planning of the fair, and welcome 
your input. We will send out an invitation to join the 
meeting, once a date has been decided.  

The Spring Fair Steering Committee 2025 



Food for 
thought 

The most beautiful song 

Once upon a time there was a king. The king had 
a dream. 
 
He saw a tree, and there was a 
bird in the tree that sang a song. 
 
In the morning, the king called 
the bird-catcher to him. He said 
to him: 
 
"I had a dream. And in a dream I saw a tree, and 
there was a bird on the tree singing a song. Go 
and catch the bird for me!" 
 
"Yes, Mr. King," said the bird-catcher, "what kind 
of bird was it?" 
 
But the king did not know that. "Go and find it!" 
he commanded. "I will give you seven days." 
 
The bird-catcher was frightened, for he was afraid 
of the king's wrath. 
 
He took his flute and net and went into the gar-
den. He hid behind a wall and played like a black-
bird sings. And when the blackbird came out of his 
nest, he caught it in his net, shut it up in a cage, 
and brought it to the king. 
 
"No," said the king, "it was not this bird" 
 
On the second day, the bird-catcher took his net 
and went to the meadow. He hid behind a bush 
and played as a lark sings. And when the lark 
came out of its nest, he caught it in his net, and 
shut it up in a cage, and brought it to the king. 
 
"No," said the king, "it was not this bird." 
 
On the third day, the bird-catcher took his flute 
and net and went to the riverbank. He hid behind 
a rock and played as an oriole sings. And when the 
oriole came out of his nest, he caught it in a cage 
and brought the king. 
 
"No," said the king, "it was not this bird." 

On the fourth day, the bird-catcher took his flute 
and net and went into the forest. He hid behind a 
tree and played as a robin sings. And when the 
redwing came out of its nest, he caught it in his 
net, locked it in a cage, and brought it to the king. 
 

 

"No," said the king, "it was not this bird." 

On the fifth day, the bird-catcher took his flute 
and net and went to the edge of the forest. He hid 
behind a bush and played as a wren sings. And 
when the wren came out of his nest, he caught it 
in his net, and shut it up in a cage, and brought it 
to the king. 
 
"No," said the king, "it was not this bird." 

On the sixth day, the bird-catcher took his flute 
and net and went to the park. He hid behind a 
well and played as a nightingale sings. And when 
the nightingale came out of his nest, he caught it 
in a net, shut it up in a cage, and brought it to the 
king. 
 
"No," said the king, "it was not this bird." 

But on the seventh day, the bird-catcher didn't 
know any more new birdsongs. 
 
He walked in front of the castle and hid nowhere 
anymore. He took his flute and played his very own 
song. "I will play for the last time," he thought, "for 
the king will put me in prison and take away my 
flute." And he played more beautifully than ever 
before. 
 
The king, who was at breakfast, put down his fork 
and knife. "That's the song," he shouted. "That's 
the song I heard in my dream." He immediately 
called the bird-catcher to him. 
 
"Where is the bird?" he asked. 
 
"It wasn't a bird," said the bird-catcher, "it's my 
own song." 
 
"Your own song?" asked the king, astonished. He 
wanted to hear it one more time. 
 
And jubilantly, he threw a party. But after the 
feast, he let all the birds and of course the bird 
catcher back into freedom. 
 
 Max Bollinger was born in Glarus, Switzerland in 1929. 
He studied at the University of Zurich, graduating in 
1961. He wrote dozens of books for children. In 1979 
Bollinger wrote Das Schönste lied, illustrated by Jindra 
Capek. It was translated into English and published 
as The Most Beautiful Song a year later, in 1980. 

by Max Bollinger 



As spring is continuing 
to blossom, the energy 
of growth and change is 
all around us in the gar-
den, in the children's 

play and in the life of our kindergarten.  Just 
like the plants and flowers, our children are 
constantly growing and finding their own 
paths. This is the season when we begin 
looking ahead to next year, preparing to 
farewell a cohort of our older tamariki tak-
ing their next steps to Kōhatu. Each farewell 
carries both joy and tenderness as we wit-
ness them stepping forward. 

As these children move on, spaces will open 
in our kindergarten for new families to join 
our community.  If you know friends or 
whānau who may be interested in our warm 
and nurturing holistic approach to early 
childhood education, please encourage 
them to get in touch with the kindergarten 
office to arrange a visit.  We'd love to wel-
come them for a tour and to get a glimpse 
into our kindergarten life.  Please let them 
know they can contact us at of-
fice@mskindergarten.nz  or 03 528 6453. 

Kindergarten 

Appeal for kindergarten 
donations  

Motueka steiner school 
Proprietors trust 

Kia ora e te whānau 

As most of you are aware, Special Character state-
integrated schools have both a School Board and a 
Proprietor’s Trust. School Boards consist of elected par-
ent representatives, Proprietors Trust representatives, 
an elected staff representative, and the school princi-
pal. The School Board is responsible for the governance 
of the school.  

The Proprietor’s Trust, however, leases the school's 
land and buildings from the Motueka Rudolf Steiner 
School Trust (MRSST), and ensures that they meet 
state standards by taking responsibility for the upkeep 
and maintenance of the campus and school buildings. 
The PT is also responsible for maintaining the school's 
Special Character. The PT receives financial support 
from both parents and the Ministry of Education. PT 
trustees volunteer and are not elected.  

Currently, we only have two volunteer trustees on the 
PT. Ideally, we would like to have an additional three 
trustees to spread the workload and to enable more 
efficient management of school property and Special 
Character. We are therefore appealing to the commu-
nity to consider volunteering for the PT. If you have a 
particular interest in Steiner Waldorf education, and 
have property, financial and/or legal skills please con-
sider joining the PT as a trustee.  

We are in need of enthusiastic and energetic commu-
nity members to assist us in moving the school for-
ward. If you are interested in volunteering your skills, 
time, and love of our beautiful school, please contact 
Lachlan Grey at chair@mssproprietors.nz or 021 065 
0535. 
 

The Kindergarten would greatly appreciate 
donations of the following items: 

· Silks in various colours 
· Gardening tools: 

  - Weed hook 
  - Metal trowels for adults 
  - Metal weed claw 
  - Hose reels 
  - 2 good quality hose nozzles 
  - Watering cans for the children -  
  good quality ones that don’t rust  
  and bend 
  - Sand in the sand pit 

Many thanks! 



Community notice board 

Looking for a bed mattress  

We are looking for a queen or double bed in reasona-
ble condition for free or cheap please.  Contact Melis-
sa (From Kindergarten) 0211696996 Or Struan 
0211627222 

Harp Lessons with Annemieke  

Dear Steiner Whanau, 

You may have seen the four wonderful budding harp-
ers perform during the recent concert. 

If your child is inspired to play the harp too, I teach the 
harp locally and have a few spaces. 

Rental harps are available for hire so you don't need to 
own a harp yet. 

I teach both sight reading skills and 
playing by heart. 

Please contact me with any ques-
tions; 

Annemieke Harmonie 

0212139446 

harpandhealing@gmail.com 

Music lessons are now available at school! 
  
Which instrument would your child like to learn? 

 
We offer piano lessons (from class 2 recommended) on 

Monday afternoon and Guitar, Ukulele 
and Flute lessons (from class 4 recom-

mended) Day to be confirmed. 
 

To enroll your children please contact  
Eugenie: info@musiclingo.nz  

Please let us know your child's name,  
class and what they would like to learn. 
 

 For more information, check our website: Musiclingo.nz 
https://musiclingo.nz/ or find us on face-
book: MusicLingo  
 
We are looking forward to bringing more music to your 
school. 

 

Bedroom for rent  

Large bedroom available for rent in Trewavas Street, 
Motueka. With all day sunshine and views to the sea, 
estuary and mountain ranges, this is a bright and 
warm space set upstairs in a lovely home. The house 
is shared with one mature woman, a friendly small 
dog and cat. $250/pw inclusive of expenses. Contact 
Kate 0211019226.  



 This Workshop brought life changing insights to my way of 
communicating and I can't wait to share this space with as 
many people as possible.We are all communicating all the 

time with others and ourselves, what is your toolkit like? Are 
you ready to learn more about yourself and how it goes ? Do 
visit Janet's Website for more information or contact me - El-

len Appleton if you want to ask questions - 02102915785 




