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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

Brave and true will I be
Fach good deed sets me free
Fach kind word makes me strong
1 will fight for the right
I will conquer the wrong

- Waldorf Michaelmas Verse

Kia ora e te whanau

Our parent enrichment evening on the twelve senses was
well attended, and we had some rich conversations around
parenting and supporting the four bodily senses of touch,
life, movement, and balance. We will continue exploring the
other senses next term, so watch out for the date in the
term four newsletters.

Congratulations to Putiputi and Miss Terry for a wonderful
performance of How Maui Caught the Sun. We were so in-
spired by their enthusiastic performance skills, and the joy
with which they presented their little play. The backdrop
was gorgeous — thank you, Nolee for helping Miss Terry.
And a big thank you to Sue for the beautiful costumes and
assisting with the boys’ haka - it was awesome!

Ahi as well as Moana have completed two weeks of daily
swimming lessons at the Aquatic Centre in Richmond.
Thank you to Blessing and Paula for this initiative and en-
suring that akonga acquire swimming skills to keep them
safe in the water. We are also very grateful to all the par-
ents who assisted with the transport to and from Rich-
mond.

We still have quite a busy term ahead of us. In preparation
for the Spring Fair, please join Ritchey and his team for the

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
TERM 3 - WEEK 8 - 2025

n'q! !.h
i

working bee this Saturday at 9:00. The Monday after the
Spring Fair is a teacher-only day. The teachers will make
use of this opportunity to start writing their end-of-year
reports. We will honour Maori Language Week with our
tamariki in a student-only celebration on Wednesday 17
September that will include the classes reciting the school
pepeha, presenting some waiata, doing whole-school
rakau, and a performance by the Wednesday kapahaka
group, as well as the Putiputi boys’ haka. A reminder to
diarise our end-of-term Michaelmas sharing assembly at
2:00 on Thursday, 18 September. The students are hard at
work and looking forward to showcasing their songs and
poems.

The Spring Fair organizing team is going ahead full steam
in preparation for the Fair on September 14. Please check
the sign-up sheet further on in this newsletter for any out-
standing tasks that still need to be done, and if you can
assist, please sign up. This will be hugely appreciated. As
you know, this is our major fundraiser and funds the deliv-
ery of Special Character here at school.

You might have seen a new face around the school - Nolee
Wolff. Nolee is our volunteer from Germany who will be
with us for a year. She is assisting Miss Terry in Putiputi.
Nolee comes to us through an organisation called Freunde
Waldorf who organises volunteers in Steiner/Waldorf
schools all over the world. Welcome, Nolee — we hope that
you will have a happy time with us here in New Zealand.

7ena te ngaru whati, tena te ngaru puku.

Nga mihi

Term 3 dates

Click here to view full calendar online

Sunday 7 September
Saturday 13 September

Sunday 14 September

Monday 15 September
Tuesday 16 September
Thursday 18 September
Friday 19 September

Last day term 3

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175

Spring Fair Working Bee
Spring Fair Set-up Day

Y MSS Spring Fair 2025
Teacher Only Day/Spring Fair Tidy
Kohatu Koanga/Spring Festival
Michaelmas/Sharing Assembly

www.motuekasteiner.school.nz

9:00am—4:00pm
8:00am—-5:00pm
10:00am - 4:00pm
No School

03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008



CLASSROOM CORNER
CLASS 1 AND 2 (PUTIPUTI)

A Magical Term of Stories, Numbers, and Drama!
Class 1& 2 Highlights — Term 3

What a rich and joyful term it
has been for Class 1 and 2! Our
journey began with a beautiful
Literacy Main Lesson that fo-
cused on the timeless fables. In
Waldorf education, we teach the
fables because they speak to the
moral development of the young child, using simple
stories to bring deeper life lessons in a way that chil-
dren can understand and remember. The fables were
brought to life in our classroom using finger puppets,
which made the storytelling both engaging and im-
aginative. We worked in pairs to create sentences
that captured the heart of each story and comple-
mented them with vibrant drawings that expressed
the moods and messages of the tales. Our classroom
was filled with creativity, laughter, and the quiet wis-
dom of these old stories.

After our storytelling adventures, we shifted into the
world of numbers with our Maths Main Lesson. Here,
our focus was on place value. We explored how num-
bers are constructed and deconstructed using the
Hundreds, Tens, and Units columns. We practised
adding and subtracting, and even learned to write
three- and four-digit numbers in words.

Now, as the term comes to a close, we are turning
our attention to the stage! The classroom is buzzing
with energy and excitement as we prepare for our
Class Play: Maui Catches the Sun, which we will be
performing on Thursday, 4 September.

Blessings
Miss Terry & Puti Puti

FARM TO TABLE
AND OUTDOOR CLASSROOM®

SPRING HAS SPRUNG

It's hard to believe, but spring has arrived! While the
mountains currently look beautiful with new snow,
throughout winter most of our weather reports have
been “no snow on the mountains”. This winter has felt
more wet than cold, which means the gardens will be
bursting with colour and life as the days continue to
warm up.
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We're excited to start planting our spring and summer
vegetables soon!

Back in August, Moana had
a wonderful excursion to
@ Jolie’s property, where stu-
dents planted native trees
purchased from our
school’s tree nursery. These
trees were planted along

# the creek to help regener-
ate the riparian corrldor Many thanks to Brit, Tatjana,
Ben and Helga for helping make the excursion happen
and for the incredible Native Nursery gassss.

Team for the plants - the children
planted an incredible 124 trees! The
day was filled with fun, including a
sausage sizzle and a treasure hunt in
the pine forest. The highlight for
many was meeting the three minia-
ture goats, who absolutely adored all
the attention. -

Our outdoor classroom and gardening classes have
been buzzing with activity as we prepare for the Spring
Fair. On display, you'll find incredible projects from
Classes 1-7, including nature journals, booklets, and
class gardening diaries. For sale, we'll have beautiful
handmade creations from clay and wood, seed packets
collected from our garden, and even homemade bees-
wax wood polish—crafted over the outdoor fire!

We can't wait to share the magic of the Spring Fair
with you all.

Warm re-
gards,

Jolie




SCHOOL NOTICES

THANK YOU NETWORK TASMAN
AND PUB CHARITY

SPRING FAIR WORKING BEE

Sunday 7 September
From 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sign up here:
https://signup.zone/hJj9gCa334TNFZWra

MICHAELMAS SHARING ASSEMBLY

Thursday 18 September
2:00 pm
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VOLUNTEER SCHOOL LIBRARIAN WANTED

Help Bring the Joy of Books to Life!
Librarian Wanted

- Volunteer School

Do you love stories, sorting books, and seeing children
light up over their next great read? Then we'd /ove to
have you join us as our part-time School Librarian!

We're looking for a warm and enthusiastic volunteer
who can help keep our school library running smooth-
ly. Up until now, the library has been open on Tuesdays
and Fridays during big break, giving our tamariki the
chance to take out and return books—but we're flexible
on those days if something else works better for you!

Whether you're a bookworm, a retired librarian, a par-
ent with a love of reading, or just someone who wants
to help grow the joy of reading, we'd love to hear from
you. There's plenty of room to bring your own flair to
the role, and maybe even make the library an even
more magical place!

If you're keen to get involved, please email Miss Ter-
ry at yolande.t@motuekasteiner.school.nz

Thank you—and happy reading!

Our gratitude to Network Tasman and Pub Charity
whose generous grants have meant we could under-
take much needed shade and waterproofing work on
the Kohatu classroom deck. Now the children have a

nice shady spot to eat their lunch, and no more wet

shoes and bags when it rains!

M30RI LANGUAGE WEEK

Te Wiki o te Reo Maori
14-20 o Hepetema 2025

Maori Language Week
14-20 September 2025

TE WIKI O TE REO MAORI

AKE AKE AKE

MO AKE TONU TE REO

TE TAURA WHIRI
v I TE REO MAORI
MAGE! LANCUAGE COMMIEEION

mmmmm rico.nz
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MOTUEKA STEINER SCHOOL

Spring has sprung, and there is
just over a week to go until our
Spring Fair!

Thank you so much for signing up for your pre-fair
and fair-day jobs, we are getting close to having all
of the spots filled which is fantastic. If you are able
to take on another shift or half shift, please sign up
for a job in the Food/Drink area, or on the Gates
(Marketplace tab) - https://signup.zone/
xNGrgRdJdAjKIWdkp. We are having to juggle the
roster a bit, to make it work with the numbers we
have. Some people may be asked to move to a dif-
ferent stall, we appreciate your willingness and un-
derstanding in this case.

Please also sign up for a cake and a salad contribu-
tion (Cakes & Salads tab), to bring along with you on
fair day.

A huge thanks to all of those who are working hard
to get the stalls ready for fair day; there is a lot of
preparation involved and we really appreciate all of
the hard work that is going into this.

There is excitement for fair day building amongst
the children, and we hope even with all of the hard
work, that the adults are looking forward to the day
too! Fair day is always fun, and such a nice way to
celebrate our school community - it really is incredi-
ble what we manage to pull off together.

A few requests:
e Please can everyone cut any and all flowers
you can spare, and bring them in jars or buckets
of water to the flower crown stall in the Kohatu
grounds on Saturday or Sunday morning before
the fair. Decorating flower crowns with flowers is
such an iconic and creative activity at the fair,
and can only happen with your help!! If you have
transport challenges or lots of flowers please
message Toni about pickups for Saturday after-
noon :) 0211103643.

e The decoration team also needs flowers and
greenery, to be brought along to set up Saturday.
Bamboo and Manuka branches work really well be-
cause they don't wilt quickly, but we would love
whatever you have especially if it is more ‘wilt re-
sistant’. Flax, protea flowers, and any other flowers
(that don't wilt easily) would be amazing too -
thank you. Any questions, message Beba
0212963233.

e On fair day please dress in your most Spring-
like attire, lots of beautiful colour will help to create
a festive Spring atmosphere.

e If you are able to put up more posters, please
do so. There are still some in the office, and we
could do with having some more up around Rich-
mond, and Nelson.

e Matchbox Castle—there are still more little
treasures that need sewing. Precut projects can be
found in the school office. For those who have un-
finished projects, please remember to bring them
by Friday 12 September.

Let's all pitch in for the working bee, and set
up Saturday, so
that we can have
the best fair day
possible!

The Fair Steering
Committee

Food Stalls
money donations

Donations of ingredients for our food stalls have been
hard to get this year.

When ingredients are donated, the school doesn’t have
to pay GST on the sales of that stall (15% of the stall
takings), it can make a huge difference!

We are calling families to donate money/pay some bills
to buy these ingredients. Please contact if you can help

The donated amounts below would save
15% GST on sales:

Hangi meat: $115 donated = save $150 GST
Sausages: $420 donated = save $250 GST
Potatoes: $200 = save $240 GST
Coffee beans: $248 = save $225 GST
lce Cream: $300 = save $350 GST
Contact:

Caroline 021 053 0837 (Food Coordinator)
or Mauricio 021173 1153



FOOD FOR

THOUGHT

In a world shaped by artificial intelligence, Al-
proof education that develops what makes us
truly human matters more than ever.

What Al Leaders Are Telling Us

The world's top Al experts are delivering a surprising message: the
future doesn't belong to children who can code the earliest or use
Al tools the fastest. Instead, it belongs to those who master
uniquely human capacities.

Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, warns that Al “may dominate raw
cognition, but it lacks our emotional depth, moral reasoning, and
ability to connect.” Dr. Fei-Fei Li, Co-Director of Stanford's Human
-Centered Al Institute, urges educators: “We should raise our new
generations to be full humans, not machines.”

While other schools rush to add Al tutors and coding classes,
they're missing the point entirely. The skills that will matter most
in 2030 and beyond aren't technical—they're deeply human.
Moreover, they can't be taught through screens.

This is why forward-thinking parents are seeking Al-proof educa-
tion that develops uniquely human capacities.

The Reality: Most “Future Skills” Programs Are Already Obsolete

As Sir Ken Robinson, internationally recognized education and
creativity expert, warned: “Creativity now is as important in edu-
cation as literacy, and we should treat it with the same status.”
Yet traditional schools continue to prioritize test prep over the
human capacities that Al cannot replicate.

At Waldorf School of Silicon Valley, we've been cultivating these
essential human skills for over a century. Furthermore, leading Al
researchers are now validating our approach with hard science.

Al-Proof Education: The Human Capacities That Define the Future

Research from MIT, Stanford, and leading Al labs confirms: the
children who thrive in an Al world will be those who develop these
uniquely human strengths.

@ Discernment

The ability to think critically, weigh context, and make wise choic-
es in an age of overwhelming information.

As Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, notes: “Figuring out what ques-
tions to ask will be more important than figuring out the an-
swers.” Al can provide information, but only humans can decide
what questions matter—and which choices are right.

How Waldorf builds it: Through deep discussions, cross-
disciplinary thinking, and moral exploration embedded in litera-
ture, science, and history. Students learn to observe, compare,
analyze, and synthesize rather than simply consume information.

¥ Resilience

The capacity to adapt, recover, and grow in a world defined by
disruption.

WHY WALDORF PREPARES YOUR CHILD FOR
THE AGE OF Al

Al will reshape jobs and industries repeatedly. As Demis Hassabis,
CFO of Google DeepMind, emphasizes, learning “how to learn” is
more durable than any specific skill.

How Waldorf builds it: Through outdoor education, looping with
trusted teachers, hands-on creation, and meaningful challenge
without early performance pressure. Students develop inner re-
sourcefulness and confidence.

Q  Emotional Intelligence

The ability to connect, lead, collaborate, and empathize in human
systems.

As machines optimize tasks, human value moves to the space
between people. Yet Sherry Turkle, Professor at MIT and author of
“Reclaiming Conversation,” documents a 40% decline in empathy
among students due to screen-based interactions.

How Waldorf builds it: Through group projects, long-term class
communities, festivals, storytelling, and reflective arts. Students
practice genuine human connection daily.

@ Meaning-Making

The ability to think critically, weigh context, and make wise choic-
es in an age of overwhelming information.

Al can synthesize vast amounts of data. However, as Dr. Fei-Fer i,
Co-Director of Stanford’s Human-Centered Al Institute, emphasiz-
es, “People caring for each other will never go away—humans are
uniguely wired to seek purpose and meaning.

How Waldorf builds it: Through seasonal rhythms, storytelling,
ritual, and learning that integrates beauty, spirit, and context.
Students explore life’s big questions through developmentally
appropriate narratives.

Purposeful Creativity

The act of generating new ideas with intent, cultural awareness,
and emotional resonance.

While Al can generate content at scale, it cannot care, reflect, or
Intend. As educational researchers note, true creativity springs
from “a child’s pure imagination” and lived experience.

How Waldorf builds it: Through handwork, music, drama, original
compositions, and unstandardized projects that reflect each stu-
dent's inner world. Every creation bears the stamp of individuality.

88  Moral Agency

The courage to act ethically, especially when it's inconvenient,
unpopular, or unclear.

In a world run by algorithms, someone must ask: “Should we do
this?” not just “Can we?” Yoshua Bengio, Scientific Director of Mila
Quebec Al Institute and Turing Award laureate, warns we must
‘ensure Al systems remain tools that serve humanity, not autono-
mous agents with their own goals.”

For full article click here: https://waldorfpeninsula.org/why-
waldorf-prepares-your-child-with-ai-proof-education/




MOTUEKA STEINER SCHOOL
BOARD UPDATE

Kia ora koutou

The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday the 5th
of August for our first meeting of Term 3.

We officially welcomed our new Board Secre-
tary, Lisa Algie, who takes over from Louise
Perzigian. Lisa is mum to Lucy and Fergus. We
are very grateful that she has kindly offered to
step into this role to help us govern the school,
and she has been doing a beautiful job as
Election Officer already. We would like to say a
huge thank you to Louise who has been an ab-
solute star - providing just the right touch of
astuteness, professionalism, skill, reliability,
and motivation with a good dose of humour
thrown in!

In case you did not see the email sent out on
26 August by with the Board of Trustees Parent
Election Results Declaration, we have wel-
comed our new parent representatives Marie
Allié and Philippa Treerise, and our new Propri-
etors Trust representative Isabel Challies to the
Board.

Nga mihi

Paula Robertson (on behalf of the Board)

LANDCARE GROUP

The Landcare Group will be doing the spring
stirring and spraying of the Biodynamic Prepa-
ration 500 on the land on Saturday October
4th - to energize all those extra forces we can-
not see. This is a social activity involving stir-
ring for an hour and spreading by flick of the
wrist for half an hour to an hour, using the
Preparation substance made right here on the
land.

2.45pm on Saturday 4th October at the wool-
shed on School Rd.

Info Fiona 021 210 7441

KINDERGARTEN

Dear friends of the kindergarten

Many of you have shared your children’s
early years with us and have given so much
of your time, care and support. We hope you
might be able to lend a hand once again.
Our tamariki and kindergarten thrive when
caring people like you share their skills,
hearts and practical help.

At the moment, we have a couple of small
jobs that would make a big difference. We're
looking for someone to build a small plat-
form under the two sparrow nests by the
classroom doors, giving our little feathered
friends a safe spot to perch. We also need
someone to adjust the hinges on our shed
door so it's easier to lock and keep our re-
sources secure.

If this is something you might be able to
take on, perhaps at our upcoming communi-
ty working bee on Sunday 7th September,
even a few hours of your time would be such
a meaningful gift. Thank you for being part
of our extended kindergarten family.

KINDERGARTEN
TERM DATES

19 Sep Kindergarten
Spring Festival 11:30

Last day term 3

19 Sep

\l/
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LOST Makita Impact Driver

Our mowing company lost their Makita impact driver on
August 27th while doing work at school. It was left on a
post by the roundabout. If you know anything about it
please contact the school office.

House for rent

We have a tidy 4 bedroom house with 30m2 studio set in
close to 1/2 acre mature gardens available to rent for
2026. The house is 1940s weatherboard (well insulated
up and down) with wrap around verandah. Heating is a
combination of night store in the hallway, eco- panel
heaters in each bedroom, and a new Lady Kitchener free-
standing cast iron woodfire with wetback and cook top in
the living area.. The kitchen was replaced a few years
ago.

The garden has a wide variety of fruit trees and vegeta-
ble garden beds. There are 2 gardeners employed to care
for the bulk of the gardens, grounds and lawns, leaving
the tenants to take care of just the kitchen/vegetable
garden. There is a large garage/ workshop area, and na-
tive trees attracting local bird life. The bus stop to all
schools is just a couple of houses away.

If you are interested, please get contact Jonni on
0272392085,

Invitation to join Milnes Beatson Motueka to Mapua Re-
lay
Kia ora Motueka Steiner School

We'd love to invite your students, whanau, and staff to take
part in the Milnes Beatson Motueka to Mapua Relay, happen-
ing on Saturday 6th September 2025.

This fun community event is run along the scenic 26 km sec-
tion of the Great Taste Trail, starting at the Motueka Saltwater
Baths and finishing at the Mapua Community Hall. Teams of
four (walkers, runners, or mixed) complete the relay together —
and there are also options for smaller teams or solo entrants.

Key Details:

- Date: Saturday 6 September 2025

- Rego: from 11.00am at the Motueka Saltwater Baths
- Course: Motueka to Mapua, ~26 km (4 legs)

- Who: All ages welcome - school teams, families, and com-
munity groups

- More Info & Entry: Check the Waimea Harriers Facebook page

This is a great opportunity for students to be active, work as a
team, and enjoy the outdoors together. We'd be grateful if you
could share this invitation with your school community.

Nga mihi nui,

Matt Mazzucchelli

President

Qmea Harriers

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

™

Harp Lessons with Annemieke

Dear Steiner Whanau

You may have seen the four wonderful budding harp-
ers perform during the recent concert.

If your child is inspired to play the harp too, 1 teach the
harp locally and have a few spaces.

Rental harps are available for hire so you don't need to
own a harp yet.

1 teach both sight reading skills and playing by heart.

Please contact me with any questions;

Annemieke Harmonie
0212139446

harpandhealing@gmail.com

Music lessons are now available at school!

Which instrument would your child like to
learn?

We offer piano lessons (from class 2 rec-
ommended) on Monday afternoon and
Guitar, Ukulele and Flute lessons (from

class 4 recommended). Day to be
confirmed.

To enroll your children please contact
Eugenie: info@musiclingo.nz
Please let us know your child’'s name,
class and what they would like to learn.

For more information, check our website: Musiclingo.nz
https://musiclingo.nz/ or find us on face-
book: MusicLingo

We are looking forward to bringing more music to your
school.




Go Wild (7-10 yrs|

« September 22 - 26| $420pp

Kaitiaki Kids {10-12 yrs)

« September 29 - October 3 | $420 pp

ENRODOWA www.wio.orgnz Dy et

[  MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - Codge

TUESDAY - itlsland THURSDAY - Richmo
4-5.30pm =g +Blenheim '

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS - Kaiteriteri - Richmond - Blenheim
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www.krankipkidg.co.nz
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nnatureeducation.com
n Nature Education
urturenz@gmail.co

Positive .
(//@ Football * .

Academy

DEVELOPING LIFE

2222335

SKILLS THROUGH
FOOTBALL #

At Positive Football Academy, we create a fun and
supportive space where children can learn, play,
and grow — with football and emotional intelligence

\ at the heart of it all.

E————

. TERM 4

First Monday session First Thursday session

06 OCT 09 OCT

MONDAYS o THURSDAYS
4:00 - 5:30 PM

WHERE : MAPUA DOMAIN

/ ONE DAY/WEEK | TWO DAYS/WEEK
11 sessions 22 sessions

$165 $330

LIMITED SPOTS - MAX 10 KIDS PER SESSION

Info & bookings: coach FRANCESCO - 022 039 8070




Motueka Kindergarten
Fundraiser

We are fundraising for a swing
construction at our beautiful 5 lA RT &
kindergarten. Be in to win a basket full of
SPACE
gorgeous handmade toys that spark
imaginative play. Come and create art fogether! This is a shared

experience for families.

From painting and weaving to nature crafts,
storytelling, music, dance and more — we offer
a rich, hands-on space to get creative with
your tamariki,

Enjoy a cuppa while you connect with others in
our inclusive, community-focused cafe. There's
a cosy kids' corner, delicious offordable food,
and options far all dle?ary neads,

Mo nesd 1o book, just drop in and jein the fun!
% All materials provided,

Let's grow, play, and Imagine - together.

Every Saturday from Nam to Tpm

all ages are welcome

Your Koha for materials is much
appreciated

1 raffle ticket for $2 or 3 tickets for $5 o )

The winner will be drawn on the 30th Sep 2025‘1 y |

Purchase in the Kindergarten office.
Thanks for your support.

S oz040m2n00
' 289 Moin Rood Lower Mouters
il @ kamitimititvarsideagmall.cam KOMITIMITI PROJECT

Nature's way of recycling

Free compostmg
workshop

with Prashanti Lovegrove

'\w',
Thursday 18 September,

3.30pm-5.00pm
Motueka Library Community Room

L Light refreshments will be provided %
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