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School newsletter 

Term 3 - week 4 - 2025 

sheet further on in this newsletter. The community 
meeting this term, on Monday 11 August at 7:00 pm in 
Ahi, will focus on the Spring Fair. Do come along to 
hear all about its organization, what is needed to 
make it a success, and possibly how you could help. 

Our Parent Enrichment evening this term is on Mon-
day 25 August.  It is the first of two presentations on 
The Twelve Senses. Yolande and I will facilitate this 
interactive evening. Be prepared to discover some 
amazing things about your twelve senses! 

Sadly, we are saying farewell to Tracey in the office 
this week. Tracey has been assisting us while Ange 
has been on maternity leave. Thank you, Tracey for all 
you have done for us! Tracey is always ready to lend a 
helping hand with a lovely, warm smile. We look for-
ward to welcoming Ange back next week Friday.  

E tūtaki ana ngā kapua o te rangi, kei runga te 
mangōroa e kōpae pū ana 

Ngā mihi, Elizabeth  
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Kia ora e te whānau 

Last week Thursday we enjoyed delicious cheese toast-
ies, biscuits and sticky date slices prepared by Class 
5&6 as a fundraiser for the three-phase pond that they 
are building in the vegetable garden. Class 1&2 lent 
tiny little helping hands in making their own toasties, 
as Moana received 52 orders! A big thank you to Jolie 
for inspiring the class and for organizing all the baking 
and toasting. And of course, a huge thank you to Helga 
for holding it all together.  

The Spring Fair organization is well on its way. The 
team still needs many hands to assist them in getting 
this wonderful annual event up and ready. The Spring 
Fair is our major fundraiser and provides at least half 
of the revenue needed to support the delivery of our 
Special Character here at school. Please get in touch 
with the team if you have time and enthusiasm on 
your hands. It would be great if some of our alumni 
could join the team as well. Look out for the sign-up  

Click here to view full calendar online 

Term 3 dates 

Monday 11 August   Community Meeting    7:00 pm in Ahi Classroom   

Monday 25 August    Parent Enrichment Evening    7:00 pm  

Wednesday 27 August  School Photos    

Tuesday 2 September   School Board Meeting     5:00 pm in Totara building  

Sunday 7 September   Spring Fair Working Bee     9:00am—4:00pm  

Sunday 14 September  MSS Spring Fair 2025   10:00am -  4:00pm  
Monday 15 September  Teacher Only Day/Spring Fair Tidy   No School   

Thursday 18 September  Michaelmas/Sharing Assembly     

Friday 19 September  Last day term 3  

All that is gold does not glitter, 

Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither; 

Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

― J.R.R.Tolkien  



Classroom corner 

handwork 

Moana - class 5 and 6 

 

Greetings to you all 

This term is Michaelmas,  where we are encouraged to 
slay or confront the dragons that plague us in our daily 
lives. Many children are demonstrating this in hand-
work as they master new skills and consolidate old 
ones. Class 6 are taking this to a whole new level by 
making a large dragon (like the blue and green one in 
the photo) .  By the time they have finished it,  many 
skills will have been mastered and I look forward to 
sharing their completed dragons with you. 

Davina 

Over the past four weeks 
Moana students have 
been learning about An-
cient Greece. 
The students have en-
joyed learning about the 
ancient gods and god-
desses and how they 
played an important role 
in Greece’s history. Enjoy 
reading some snippets 
from student’s mahi: 

 
Gaia made the earth and everything on it, then she 
joined with Uranus. Together they had twelve chil-
dren, six girls and six boys. These children were the 
Titans. One of the Titans was named Kronus. When 
Kronus grew up he wanted to rule the throne, he 
fought with his father, and after a long battle he 
succeeded to overthrow his father and he took the 
throne. However Kronus was worried that his own 
children would do the same to him, turning against 
him to gain power of the throne. So each time his 
wife Rhea was pregnant he would wait until she 
gave birth to their children and he would swallow the 
babies. When Rhea was pregnant with Zeus she 
asked Gaia for help, Gaia took them both to a cave 
on an island. Rhea left Zeus in the cave while she 
returned with a stone for Kronus to swallow, and he 
never knew the difference! 

 
Zeus grew up very strong and went to fight his fa-
ther. Zeus gave Kronus a potion to cough up his 
brothers and sisters, and so the war began. The Ti-
tans were defeated and Zeus became the ruler of 
Mount Olympus. During the war between Zeus and 
the Titans, there were two Titans named Prometheus 
and Epimetheus. When Zeus became king of Mount 
Olympus he asked Prometheus to make the first 
mortal. 
                                                               Hazel Wilson 

Pandora was created by the gods, she had been given 
a gift from each sister. Pandora was a curious human. 
One day she came across a jar, and since she was curi-
ous she opened it! The jar was full of the most evil of 
things. They all escaped into the world. 
                                                
                     Jayan Crane 
 
The giants had so much fun with the people, but they 
realised that the people were terribly cold, especially at 
night. The people didn’t have fur or wool so Prome-
theus reached up high above the clouds and collected 
fire from the sun. Now the people were warm  and co-
sy.  
                                          Alora Elbrecht 
 
After Kronus had been defeated the rest of the Titans 
and giants fled, some flew towards the stars. Prome-
theus and Epithemeus fled into the forest, this is 
where Prometheus plucked a handful of clay. He 
shaped it into multiple legs, feet, bodies, arms, hands 
and heads. Then the clay began to jiggle and wiggle. 
                                                                                           
         Leona Bier 



School notices 

Parent enrichment evening 

Monday 25 August 
Time: 7:00 pm   

Venue: Ahi Classroom 

Our term three community meeting will be 
held in Ahi classroom on Monday 11 August 
from 7pm.  The focus of discussion will be the 
Spring Fair: taking stock of all the work that 
has been done to date; and identifying what 
more needs to be done in the final five 
weeks.   

This is an opportunity to meet with members 
of the Fair steering group and ask any ques-
tions that you may have about the role that 
you have signed up for, or a role you may be 
interested in.  These in-person discussions 
are critical to helping connect people and 
identify resources in the broader communi-
ty.  Please come along.  

You can review Fair roles through the sign-up 
link below: 

https://signup.zone/xNGrqRdJdAjKJWdkp 

Spring Fair Community Meeting 
on Monday 11 August 

Speed changes 
Schools that are on local roads in 
the Tasman district now have a 
30 km/h limit during pick-up and 
drop-off times. This change aligns 
with national regulations requiring 
all councils to introduce safe school 
speed zones by 1 July, 2026. It also 
supports our goal of safer streets 
near schools.  

Term 3 community survey 

hƩps://www.educaƟon.govt.nz/consultaƟon-ncea  

This term’s survey is focused on Evaluation for  
Improvement. We would appreciate your feedback so 
that we can continue to improve our practice and to 

provide the best education for your children. 
 

https://forms.gle/
nPMokWKGuyJ25tpm9   

The twelve senses 



Supporting Our Kindergarten -  
A Little Help Goes a Long Way 

Did you know there are simple ways you can 
help support our kindergarten community? 

You can find us on Facebook at Motueka 
Steiner Kindergarten.  Our page features a 
photo of the kindergarten building with a 
rainbow overhead.  By liking and following 
our page you help us connect with local 
families who may be seeking a nurturing 
Steiner early childhood environment. 

We're also on Instagram: 
@motueka_steiner_kindergarten. Every like, 
comment and follow gently helps build 
awareness of our special place. 

We currently have a few places available in 
kindergarten.  If you know of any families 
who may be looking for a warm, holistic 
space for their young child, we would be so 
grateful if you shared our name with them. 

If you feel called to, leaving a kind Google 
review also helps others discover our 
work.  Just search Motueka Steiner Kinder-
garten on Google and click 'write a review.' 

Each of these small gestures helps support 
our mahi with tamariki and deepens the 
connection between our kindergarten and 
the wider community. 

Thank you for being part of our whānau. 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten  
Term dates 

19 Sep     Kindergarten  
        Spring Festival 11:30  

19 Sep     Last day term 3  

International students  
Once again our wonderful International Student Family 
- Alma with her parents Katrin and Dominick Baier - 
have gifted a tree to our school. It is a  Granate-Apple/
Pomegranate tree which they planted very close to the 
school's playground.  

The little ceremony took place during a lunch-break 
one day last week - and quickly many students joined 
in to help dig the big hole and plant the heavy and tall 
tree.  

In a few years it will grow into a huge tree that will 
stretch out its branches and provide shade for students 
having their lunch or just relaxing under its leaves. 

We would like to thank the Baier-family for their gen-
erous gift! This tree will grow a connection between 
you and us for many years to come!  

Until the end of this term Alma and her family can still 
look after their tree. Unfortunately then their time with 
us will come to an end - for now... and they will travel 
back to their home country. We will then carry on tak-
ing care of the tree - in anticipation for it to bear its 
first fruit. 

Konstanca 

International Student Liaison 

Cheese Toastie Lunch  
Friday 22 August 

 
 

  

 

$2.50 Plain cheese toastie  
$3.00 Toastie w/Pest or Tomato Sauce  

$2.00 Dessert  

More details coming soon... 

 



Food for 
thought 

               Deep roots,  
            strong branches:  

collaboration in waldorf special subjects 
Subject teachers are much like 
dancers, moving through the 
school day with rhythm, grace, 
and constant adjustment. 
One moment, soothing a ten-
der first-grade heart. The 
next, calling a class of teenag-
ers to focus and form. We step 
into classrooms that are not 
always our own—but we bring 
something deeply our own 
into every space: presence, 
flexibility, devotion, and heart. 

Subject teachers often move between the cracks of school 
life. We carry rhythm from one room to another, adapt les-
sons on the fly, and hold dozens—if not hundreds—of stu-
dents in our care. We create, we prepare, we adjust, we haul 
materials from room to room, and still somehow, we man-
age to bring a song, or a story, or a moment of wonder. 

And it’s not easy. This work requires strength and flexibility 
of soul. 

It asks us to lead with rhythm, respond with intuition, and 
meet each child as they are—while also holding onto who 
WE are. 

Waldorf education has always been interdisciplinary at its 
heart: 

· Music feeds language.  

· Movement nourishes form.  

· Handwork supports focus. 

· Language awakens cultural empathy.  

· Woodwork cultivates will.  
And so much more. 
Every subject, every gesture, helps the child come more fully 
into the world. 

So, when subject teachers collaborate—not just in passing, 
but intentionally—we strengthen the coherence of our stu-
dents’ experience. We become a living chorus around the 
child, singing in harmony rather than in silos. 

Students may not remember the perfect lesson plan, or the 
cleanest recorder note, or the most seamless wood joint—
but they will remember how it felt to be seen. To be in-
spired. To be guided by someone whose work radiated care 
and integrity.  

That’s the true gift subject teachers bring to their students. 
www.WaldorfHandwork.org  

 

All students are legally required to 
attend school every day, and it is 
a shared responsibility to make 
sure students attend and engage 

in learning from when they first start school. If a student miss-
es one day of school every two weeks, they miss more than a 
whole year of school by 16 years of age. Parents and caregiv-
ers, alongside the school, play a key role in building strong 
habits of regular school attendance. 
 
While we understand that some of you have to take your holi-
days during school term, you need to be aware of the follow-
ing: 
As per the Education and Training Act, Section 45(1) “if satis-
fied that a student’s absence was or will be justified, the prin-
cipal of the school may exempt the student from attending the 
school for a period of no more than 5 school days.” Please en-
sure that you contact the principal for an attendance exemp-
tion if you are planning to take your child or young person out 
of school during term time. 
 
Please note that all schools are now required to report the 
Ministry of Education regarding all unjustified learner absenc-
es over 5 days per term. 
 
The Ministry of Education Enrolment Guidelines state that if a 
student has been absent for 20 school days without the princi-
pal being informed that the absence is only temporary, or a 
student has been absent for less than 20 days, but the princi-
pal has reason to believe they won't return to the school, the 
child must be removed from the School Roll. 
 
Parents are reminded that they should avoid wherever possi-
ble taking children out of school during term time for extended 
periods to accommodate holidays and overseas travel.  
 
Schools (boards, principals, teachers), along with parents and 
guardians, are responsible for making sure students attend 
school regularly. Under Section 25 and section 31 of the Edu-
cation Act 1989, every school must take all reasonable steps to 
make sure students attend school when it is open. Holidays 
and extended periods of overseas travel during term time are 
deemed to be unjustifiable absences and are recorded as 
such.  
 
Extended periods absent from school can prove detrimental to 
students’ learning and their academic progress. Extended ab-
sences, especially for overseas travel, can disrupt a student's 
learning progress and academic performance. Students are 
expected to keep up with classwork during their absence, but 
additional work or catch-up opportunities are generally not 
provided. Absences can impact teachers, who may need to 
manage catch-up work, and can also disrupt the classroom 
environment.  
 
In some cases, families may need to travel for family reasons 
during term time, such as visiting relatives overseas or attend-
ing family events. While not ideal, schools can consider these 
circumstances when making decisions.  

Overseas holidays  
in term time 



Community notice board 

Looking for a Peaceful Long-Term Rental in the 
Mapua / Ruby Bay / Moutere Hills / Tasman Area 

Kia ora Steiner whānau, 

We’re a respectful and caring family in search of 
a permanent home to rent in the beautiful countryside 
around Mapua, Ruby Bay, Tasman, or the surround-
ing Moutere Hills. 

We’re hoping to find minimum 3-bedroom home in 
a private, peaceful setting, somewhere with a calm, 
natural feel where our family can settle and thrive. A 
home that’s clean, tidy, in an area not prone to flood-
ing, would be ideal. We’re open to furnished or unfur-
nished homes and are flexible with moving anytime 
from early September through to the end of Novem-
ber. 

We bring excellent references and a genuine respect 
for the homes and land we live on. It’s important to us 
to find somewhere we can care for deeply and call 
home long-term. 

If you know of anything, or hear of something through 
word of mouth, we’d be so grateful to hear from you. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact: 
Fiona – 022 586 2719 

Thank you so much  

Fiona & family 

House for Sale: 
 
3 bedroom, 1 bathroom, plus sleep out and double 
garage. 1290m2 section, fully fenced. Recently reno-
vated.  Wonderful yard for kids to play with trees to 
climb. Spray free, organic vege gardens and estab-
lished fruit trees. 3.5kms from Motueka Steiner 
School. 
 
Enquires to Lorna on 0273907965 

Contact Jenny: 0284707639 





Dear Kōmitimiti Whanau, 
We are sending warm hugs to all of you who have 
been affected by the recent floods. Our Café Hub was 
unharmed with water only coming into the car park 
garden which we are grateful for! 

We are offering koha soups for anyone who needs a 
warm meal between shoveling mud so come on in, 
enjoy the warmth of our Þre and take a break.  
 

Our line up for our Friday Family Food and Music 
Nights in August looks magniÞcent: 

July 25th: Jamie Howell & Guests - poetry and 
original tunes 

August 1st: Serenity Now - original alternative 
country folk punk 

August 8th: The Wingers 

August 15th: Open Mic 

August 22nd: Jason Mciver 

August 29th: Public Nuissance - folk band playing 
traditional English, Irish and Scottish tunes 
 

Our Saturday Morning Family Craft Space wel-
comes little people and parents every Saturday 
from 11am to 1pm - all materials supplied & koha 
appreciated. Look out for our weekly FB post.  
On top of the best coffee price in town we now also 
have turmeric and matcha lattes on our drinks menu! 
We cater for vegetarians and vegans - not just with 
savory menu items but also with lots of cake options!! 

Our Café Hub is open all weekend: 

Fri 10am-8.30pm  

Sat&Sun 10am-4pm  

Come, share and connect  

The Kōmitimiti Team 


