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deprives the late comer of essential social skills, as well as 
literacy and numeracy activities that are practised in the 
classroom at that time. We therefore appeal to you to be 
extra vigilant around getting our tamariki to school on 
time. 

Next week I will be attending the bi-annual Steiner Princi-
pals’ hui in Taupo from Wednesday to Friday. Yolande will 
deputise for me and will be available should any urgent 
matters crop up which might need immediate attention. 

Tangata ko ana i te kāenga, te tūranga ki te marae, tau 
ana. 

Ngā mihi, Elizabeth 

165 Robinson Road, Lower Moutere 7175  www.motuekasteiner.school.nz   03 528 0246 / 022 308 9008 

Kia ora e te whānau 

Welcome back to the autumn and winter term. This term we 
are looking forward to the school cross-country as well as 
the inter schools’ cross country. There will also be a ki o rahi 
tournament for the older students later in the term. One of 
the highlights of this term is of course our mid-winter Ma-
tariki and Lantern Festival. Details about all of these events 
will be published in forthcoming newsletters.  

Regular school attendance and arriving at school punctually 
for the start of the school day at 9:00 will remain a priority. 
We will continue to monitor lateness and school attendance 
and reporting these to the Ministry of Education. The im-
portance of arriving at school on time was beautifully 
demonstrated on Monday morning during our weekly as-
sembly. Yolande had the students enthralled with her story 
when two students arrived late and barged into the class-
room. All the students as one, turned their heads towards 
the door from where the late comers were entering. The 
magic of the story and the students’ focus were immediate-
ly disturbed. Coming late to school not only causes a dis-
turbance in the learning activities in the classroom, but  

Click here to view full calendar online 

Term 2 dates 

Tuesday 13 May    Board Meeting      5pm   

Sunday 18 May    Working Bee      9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

Tuesday 20 May    MSS Cross Country      TBC   

Monday 26 May    Community Information Evening   TBC    

Monday 2 June   King’s Birthday      No School  

Tuesday 3 June           Teacher Only Day      No School  

When the trees their summer splendour 
Change to raiment red and gold, 
When the summer moon turns mellow, 
And the nights are getting cold; 
When the squirrels hide their acorns, 
And the woodchucks disappear; 
Then we know that it is autumn, 
Loveliest season of the year. 

 
- Charlotte L. Riser 



Ahi (class 7) 

Classroom corner 

 
 

While we await the first frost to freeze our fingers, 
Ahi Class has been a little hot under the collar with 
Chemistry experiments focusing on combustion.  
Next week we will take a trip to Ngārua Lime for a 
tour of the quarry to learn about how lime is 
extracted and processed.   

Passion project presentations have impressed us all 
with the speakers’ enthusiasm, skill and knowledge.  
It turns out that when you’re into what you’re talking 
about, time flies!  Students have shown passion for 
art, writing, natural dyeing, planes, the elements, 
map drawing, astronomy, baking and building.   

Relationship building via 
Tuakana-teina buddy 
reading with Putiputi class 
is a joy to watch while 
professional Ahi coaches, 
Ben and Kohaku, are 

helping the Class 2 & 3 miniball team, the Steiner All 
Stars, polish their moves.   

 

Last term we completed our sessions focusing on nat-
ural fibre and moved into camp planning.  We finished 
the term with a great overnight experience in nature in 
the Abel Tasman.  The students experienced all weath-
er conditions, star gazing, learning about each other, 
building sand sculptures, swimming, eating together 
outdoors, nature walks, lots of Weka, wet tents and 
beautiful rainbows.  It was a great couple of days and 
their social cohesion was a joy to watch.  Big thanks to 
all the parents that came along to make it happen. 
This term we have already started on our copper 
work.  It was a very noisy session with 15 hammers go-
ing at once for a few hours!  I am looking forward to 
seeing the work they will produce.  It has been a great 
opportunity for them to learn where resources come 
from as we utilise a donated water cylinder for our 
copper material.  Lindsey :) 

Outdoor classroom 

Congratulations to Amber, Ben, Eva and Kohaku who 
have been selected for the Under 14 Motueka 
Representative Basketball team!    

I wish you all a fantastic term two. 

Warmest wishes, 

Paula 



School notices 

Matchbox castle  

New website 

welcome 
This term we welcome:   

 

Ren in Kohatu  

Alma in Mahana 

 
 

 

 

We are excited to announce that the school’s new 
website is now up and running. We welcome you to 
visit and experience the new format. Our thanks to 
Serge for designing the website and to Angelina for 
the staff photos.  

We are also asking families to visit Google 
Maps and write a review about our wonderful school. 

Working Bee 

Sunday 18 May  

From 9 to 1pm  

Morning Tea will be provided by the school and 

wood fired pizzas will be provided by the 
‘Weavers’!  

Sign up here:  

Term 2 survey 

https://forms.gle/KmS494QXYKVTRu3w8 

This term’s community survey is on 
‘Partnerships’. Please click the link below to 

learn more about this topic. Your feedback is 
much appreciated! 

Open day  

Wednesday 28 May  

1:30-3:00pm  
(first tour 1:30 and second tour 2:15)  

The kindergarten and school will open their 
doors to welcome new families who are 
interested in Steiner/Waldorf education. 

Please help us spread the word and invite 
them to join us on the day. There will be a 

short talk and a tour of the school.  

https://motuekasteiner.school.nz/ 

The Matchbox Castle is a Spring 
Fair stall that is run by Davina and 
Yolande. Davina donates her time 
and energy to pre-cut these little 
stuffed animals that get put into 
matchboxes. This is a popular 
activity on the day with children 
already looking forward to 
collecting more. The pre-cut 
shapes come in an envelope and 

samples can be found in the office. Come and collect 
a few to work on during these cosy nights.  

https://signup.zone/gLAQ2nDnY4SjNPNnC  



      Winter Wellness Workshop with Hilda Mazza 
 
As the colder months 
arrive, our focus at 
kindergarten turns to 
supporting the chil-
dren’s warmth and 
wellbeing, both 
physically and emo-
tionally. In Steiner 
education, keeping 
young children warm 
is not just about 
comfort, but about 

protecting their vital life forces. When chil-
dren are well wrapped in layers like cosy 
woollen hats, slippers, and warm clothing, 
they are better able to focus their energy on 
growth, play and development, rather than 
on keeping their bodies warm. 
 
To support families with winter wellness, we 
are delighted to host a parent education 
workshop with Anthroposophical nurse Hil-
da Mazza on Tuesday 13 May from 1.15 to 
2.45 pm. Hilda will share practical insights 
on caring for ourselves and our children 
through winter using gentle, holistic ap-
proaches. 
 
All whānau are warmly invited to attend -
 come and gather wisdom, warmth and in-
spiration for the season ahead. 

Kindergarten 

Term dates 

Jamie York receives a 
good design award in 
Athens, Greece for the 

ream, geometric phi house he made 

Food for 
thought 

13 May    1:30-2:45:  Hilda Mazza, Anthroposophi-
     cal nurse, parent workshop on Winter  
     Wellness 
2 June     King’s Birthday- no kindergarten 
6 June    Lantern Festival, evening time TBC 
13 June   Lantern Festival rain date 
20 June   Matariki Holiday - no kindergarten 
27 June   Last day of term 2 

Athens, Greece, Friday, April 4, 2025. 
Jamie York, author and founder of Jamie York 
Academy, joined designers and corporate rep-
resentatives from around the world at the 
Divina Palace hotel opposite the Acropolis, to 
receive a Good Design 2024 competition 
award. 
 
Those assembled at the gala dinner included 
designers from Ferrari automobiles and others 
who had sent entire teams to this prestigious 
event. In his acceptance speech, Jamie 
acknowledged, “This is my first attempt at ar-
chitecture; I’m a math teacher!” to which he 
received a round of applause). Watch the brief 
video below. 
 
Jamie York is more than a math teacher. He’s a 
visionary educator who hopes to instill a ca-
pacity for creativity and imagination in his stu-
dents. The Phi house is testimony to his love of 
the geometric form, with the rhombic tri-
acontahedron (a shape with 30 rhombuses or 
diamonds), receiving notable attention in Ja-
mie’s 8th grade geometry block. 
 
It was an honor and an adventure to attend 
the award ceremony in Greece. We just 
had to share some of our joy and excitement 
with our community of parents, students, and 
teachers!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_VOmNvBbhU 



motueka steiner school 
proprietors trust  

As the weather cools, it is time to start turning our attention 
again to the Spring Fair.  We would like to clarify that the 
date for this year's Fair is Sunday 14 September.  Due to a 
misreading on our part of the 2025 school calendar, the 
date was initially publicised as the following weekend, 
which would have put it in the school holidays.  The Fair has 
traditionally always been held on the last weekend before 
the term 3-4 holidays, and that is the plan again this 
year.  Thanks for bearing with us. 

Proprietors Trust 

Spring fair date: 14 September 

Midnight elves  

Landcare group  

The Landcare group is inviting anyone who is interest-
ed in care of the land to come and take part in stirring 
and spreading biodynamic Preparation 500 on the 
school and farm land. 

SATURDAY  17th MAY at 2.45 pm up at the hay barn on 
School Rd. 

We stir for an hour, then the spreading takes about 
half an hour; bring a hearth brush if you have one. 

In doing this we tap into all those cosmic forces and 
activate the soil and plants and everything around 
them. 

Fiona, 021 210 7441. 

Prep 500 

Come and join us to bring new life 
to the Midnight Elves. Share your 
wisdom, learn new skills and create 
beautiful Waldorf toys and decora-
tions over a cuppa. All welcome - no 

skills required. Bring your little ones plus their favourite 
snack and toy. Every Thursday from 9.30am onwards 
in the doll makers’ room at 35 Wallace Street, Motueka 
(old kindy).  

The weavers 
The weavers are glad to bring back coffee catch ups on a 
fortnightly basis, starting again from Thursday 8 May at 
2.30pm in the outdoor kitchen. 
 
More dates as follows: 
22May 
05June 
19June 
 
We'll have coffee, tea and baking ready for you to come to-
gether and catch up over a cuppa, meet some new parents 
or old friends . 



Support the School – Eat Organic! 
Join the Veda Organics Vege Box Community 
Last month, the MRSST finalised the acquisition of Veda 
Organics – the region’s leading organic produce supplier. 
Veda Organics, founded and nurtured for the last 15 years 
by Steiner School parents Romany (Rati) and Ballaram 
Rutledge, is now being carried forward by the school com-
munity. 

The business will be operated by Mihau and Valetta Sówka 
of Our Living Footprints Ltd from the refurbished woolshed 
on the school farm, with all profits going directly to the 
MRSST to support school and farm initiatives. 

How can you support? 
By simply signing up as a customer, you help sustain this 
valuable community business and ensure the success of this 
exciting school initiative. 

Sign up here: www.vedicorganics.co.nz/deliveries 

How does it work? 
· Each week you’ll receive an email with the available or-

ganic produce list. 

· You place your order and we gather fresh produce from 
our organic suppliers. 

· Your box is packed and ready for Friday/weekend pickup 
at one of our 3 locations: Lower Moutere, Mapua, or 
Nelson (and soon Richmond!). 

· You’ll receive your invoice on Monday. 

It’s a simple and nourishing way to feed your family well 
while directly supporting our school. 

We look forward to providing your fresh produce! 

Valetta and Mihau Sówka 

Managers, Veda Organics 

Mihau and Valetta Sówka, with Romany (Rati) and Peter, who 
runs the Veda Organics stall at the Nelson Market  

Dear parents, friends, and community members 

Many of you are aware that at the end of 2024, 
MRSST brought on Mihau Sowka as farm manag-
er.  The farm manager role, and the decision to devel-
op a market garden business on the land, was an im-
portant step towards the community’s vision for a 
farm-based Steiner School.   

More recently, in April MRSST took a decision to ac-
quire the Veda Organics food distribution busi-
ness.  This has allowed us to take over their customer 
network and infrastructure to support and expand on 
our market garden enterprise.  Veda will be operated 
by Valetta and Mihau Sowka. 

Over time, we see a thriving vegetable and produce 
business operating from the School Road entrance 
allowing ongoing upgrades to our biggest community 
asset, which is the farm campus.  We see opportuni-
ties to develop activities where our children can expe-
rience first-hand basic farming activity, land care, and 
exposure to farm animals. 

Since the purchase of the farm in 2014, the land care 
group has been applying biodynamic preparations to 
the land. Biodynamics is a unique approach to organic 
farming that draws on the insights of Rudolf Steiner. 
It reimagines how we manage land, soil, food produc-
tion, and animal care, emphasising a holistic relation-
ship between all living things.  The concept emerged 
from a series of lectures Steiner gave in the 1920s, 
where he offered guidance to farmers looking for sus-
tainable practices.  Mihau and his team aim to in-
creasingly incorporate biodynamic methods and prin-
ciples in the market garden and farm operations. 

Many of you will be familiar with Veda Organics, 
which enjoys a strong reputation for providing high 
quality organically grown produce from the Nelson/
Tasman region.  For those of you in a position to pur-
chase organic food, we hope that you will consider 
sourcing your food through Veda.  Every weekly order 
will support MRSST, which in turn puts us in a position 
to support the Steiner community in Motueka. 

Finally, we always welcome interested people to con-
tact the trust who wish to know more about how they 
can be active in land care and development. Please 
send any correspondence to chair@mrsst.nz. 

We wish Mihau and Valetta all the best in the start of 
this new phase for the farm project, and look forward 
to strong community support and involvement with 
this exciting project. 

David Gaston and Lachlan Grey 

Motueka Rudolf Steiner School Trust (MRSST) 

motueka rudolf steiner 
school trust (mrsst)  

Veda organics  



Cozy, newly built cottage available from May 21. Short 
to medium term (up until Jan 8). Motueka town. 

Fully self contained. $380 per week incl. Freeview TV, 
unlimited fibre internet and gas for hot water. Power 
is charged separately.  

For more information please contact Ange: 
a.throner@gmail.com 

Looking for rental 
 
We are Kim & Moh, with Ari (10 years old) and Neas (8 
years old). From January to December 2026, our chil-
dren will be attending Motueka Steiner School as in-
ternational students.  
Kim has an artistic background and works as a 
makeup artist at our local theatre. Moh is a trained 
carpenter. He studied design and education and has 
been teaching arts and crafts at our local Steiner 
school for 10 years. We adults would like to use this 
sabbatical to recharge our batteries and find inspira-
tion. 
Therefore, we are currently looking for accommodation 
for this year. If you have an option, please let us know. 
 
Best regards, 
Kim & Moh 
 
Contact: 
0049 176 
96539342 
(WhatsApp, Signal, 
Telegram) 
moh@mailbox.org  

Community notice board 
International Student Family  

Looking for Rental 
Rental  





hƩps://Ɵckets.demand.film/event/13254 

ABOUT 
“Engaging storytelling, de-
lightfully rebellious, with ex-
quisite live music.” With 
Mary Glaisyer (storyteller 
and comedian) and Juliet 
Ayre (violinist) 
 
Tickets: pre booked $15 
Door sales $20 

DATE  
Saturday 14 June 2025 6:30 PM - 7:45 PM (UTC+12) 

LOCATION 
The Sharing Space, Wild Clover Farm 
2075 Motueka Valley Highway, Ngatimoti, Motueka Nel-
son 7196 

hƩps://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/15608? 

DATE  
Saturday 21 June 2025 7:30 PM - 8:45 PM (UTC+12) 

LOCATION 
The Imaginarium 
1 Woodland Ave, Motueka, Nelson 7120 
hƩps://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/15611? 

JESSE AND OTHER STORIES 

SHOW 1 

SHOW 2 


